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BS in Physics

Following is one suggested four-year degree plan. Students are encouraged to see their adviser each
semester for help with program decisions and enrollment.

BS in Physics
FRESHMAN YEAR

FALL HOURS
CHEM 1410, General Chemistry10 3
CHEM 1430, Laboratory for General

Chemistry 1
ENGL 1310, College Writing I 3
MATH 1710, Calculus I4, 58 4
PHYS 1710, Mechanics 3
PHYS 1730, Laboratory in Mechanics  1
Total 15

SOPHOMORE YEAR
FALL HOURS
ENGL 2210, World Literature I 3
LANG 2040, Foreign Language

(intermediate)3 3
MATH 2730, Multivariable Calculus58 3
PHYS 3010, Modern Physics20 3
PHYS 3030, Laboratory in Modern Physics20 1
PHYS 3210, Classical Mechanics 3
Oral Communication2  3
Total 19

JUNIOR YEAR
FALL HOURS
HIST 2610, United States History to 186512 3
MATH 2700, Linear Algebra and Vector

Geometry58 3
PHYS 3310, Mathematical Methods 3
PHYS 4110, Statistical and Thermal Physics 3
Elective16 3
Understanding of Ideas and Values8  3
Total 18

SENIOR YEAR
FALL HOURS
PHYS 4210, Electricity and Magnetism 3
PSCI 1040, American Government 3
PHYS Option (advanced)13 3
PHYS Option (advanced)13 3
Visual and Performing Arts7  3
Total 15

FRESHMAN YEAR
SPRING HOURS
CHEM 1420, General Chemistry10 3
CHEM 1440, Laboratory for General

Chemistry 1
ENGL 1320, College Writing II6 3
MATH 1720, Calculus II58 3
PHYS 2220, Electricity and Magnetism 3
PHYS 2240, Laboratory in Wave Motion,

Electricity, Magnetism and Optics 1
Wellness11 2-3
Total 16-17

SOPHOMORE YEAR
SPRING HOURS
CSCI 1110, Program Development 4
ENGL 2220, World Literature II 3
LANG 2050, Foreign Language

(intermediate)3 3
MATH 3410, Differential Equations I58 3
PHYS 4160, Experimental Physics II 3
PHYS Option (advanced)  3
Total 19

JUNIOR YEAR
SPRING HOURS
HIST 2620, United States History Since 186512 3
PHYS 4150, Experimental Physics I 3
MATH Option (above 3150) 3
PHYS Option (advanced) 3
Elective16 3
Understanding of Ideas and Values8  3
Total 18

SENIOR YEAR
SPRING HOURS
ECON 1110, Principles of Macroeconomics 3
PHYS 4310, Quantum Mechanics 3
PSCI 1050, American Government 3
MATH Option (above 3150) 3
PHYS Option (advanced) 1
Elective16  3
Total 16

Actual degree plans may vary depending on availability of courses in a given semester.
Some courses may require prerequisites not listed.

See Arts and Sciences notes in supplement booklet for footnotes.

Physics

http://www.unt.edu/catalogs/98-99/uartssciencesnotes.html
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Supplemental Information for BS in Physics
1. Physics Options: PHYS 3220, 3420(4), 4050,
4150 or 4160, 4220, 4500, 4550, 4600, 4710

2. Advanced-level courses in physics are offered on
a two-year cycle. Planning for physics courses must
be done by using the frequency of offering schedule
below:

 • Spring (even years): PHYS 3220, 4110, 4150
 • Fall (even years): PHYS 3010/3030, 3210,

3310, 3420, 4210, 4600
 • Spring (odd years): PHYS 4160, 4420, 4310

 • Fall (odd years): PHYS 3010/3030, 3210,
3310, 3420

3. Mathematics Requirements: Students who must
schedule Physics courses with mathematics
prerequisites must plan their mathematics programs
carefully. Freshmen should note mathematics
placement procedures described in the Department
of Mathematics section of this catalog. Physics
majors who are advised to take MATH 1650 prior to
PHYS 1710 may count this courses as elective
credit.

4. Minimum total of hours required for degree: 134

Mathematics Requirements
Students who must schedule physics courses

with mathematics prerequisites must plan their
mathematics programs carefully. Freshmen should
note mathematics placement procedures described
in the Department of Mathematics section of this
catalog. Physics majors who are advised to take
MATH 1650 prior to 1710 may count this course as
elective credit.

Minor in Physics
Students majoring in science who select a

physics minor should take PHYS 1710/1730, 2220/
2240, and 10 advanced hours chosen in consultation
with the student’s major department. Students who
are not majoring in science and who do not wish to
follow this minor sequence must have their
programs approved by the chair of the physics
department.

Teacher Certification
The department recommends that students who

wish to teach physics in high school pursue the
Bachelor of Arts degree.

Students who expect to teach physics in second-
ary schools must complete the requirements of the
state of Texas for teacher certification as listed by
the Department of Teacher Education and Adminis-
tration in the College of Education section.

Graduate Degrees
The department offers degree programs leading

to the Master of Arts, Master of Science and Doctor
of Philosophy. For information, consult the
Graduate Catalog.

Courses of Instruction
All Courses of Instruction are located in one

section at the back of this catalog.

Department of Political
Science
Main Departmental Office
Wooten Hall, 125
P.O. Box 305340
Denton, TX 76203-5340
(940) 565-2276

Advising Office
Wooten Hall, 140
(940) 565-2214
Fax: (940) 565-4818

Steven P. Forde, Chair

Faculty
Professors Booth, Clarke, Feigert, Godwin, Tate.
Associate Professors Books, Cox, Forde, Meernik,
Nye, Poe, Reban, Sahliyeh, Todd, Yeric. Assistant
Professors Andrade, King, Leblang, Ruderman,
Wood.

Introduction
Department courses meet the needs of both

undergraduate and graduate students preparing to
enter national, state and local government employ-
ment; public and private foreign service; law;
politics; public and private research; writing and
reporting of public affairs and political science; and
government and social science teaching.

Pre-Law Program
UNT annually prepares many students to enter

law schools. No prescribed program of courses has
been found to be of greater value than regular

Physics/Political Science


