Standard Levels of Punishment in Texas Law (from least to most serious)
	
	Maximum Fine
	Incarceration

	Class C Misdemeanor
	$500.00
	N/A

	Class B Misdemeanor
	$2,000.00
	up to 180 days

	Class A Misdemeanor
	$4,000.00
	up to 1 year

	State Jail Felony
	$10,000.00
	180 days
	-
	2 years

	3rd Degree Felony
	$10,000.00
	2 years
	-
	10 years

	2nd Degree Felony
	$10,000.00
	2 years
	-
	20 years

	1st Degree Felony
	$10,000.00
	5 years
	-
	99 years

	Capital Felony
	N/A
	Life
	
	Death


§ 12.23. Class C Misdemeanor
Example: Assault occurs when a person intentionally or knowingly causes physical contact with another when the person knows or should reasonably believe that the other will regard the contact as offensive or provocative.
An individual adjudged guilty of a Class C misdemeanor shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.

§ 12.22. Class B Misdemeanor

Example: Terroristic Threat occurs when a person threatens to commit any offense involving violence to any person or property with intent to place any person in fear of imminent serious bodily injury

An individual adjudged guilty of a Class B misdemeanor shall be punished by:

(1) a fine not to exceed $2,000;

(2) confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days; or

(3) both such fine and confinement.

§ 12.21. Class A Misdemeanor

Example: Assault occurs when a person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causes bodily injury to another.
An individual adjudged guilty of a Class A misdemeanor shall be punished by:

(1) a fine not to exceed $4,000;

(2) confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one year; or

(3) both such fine and confinement.

§ 12.35. State Jail Felony Punishment
Example: Injury to a Child, Elderly Individual, or Disabled Individual occurs when a person recklessly or with criminal negligence, by act or recklessly by omission, causes injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual.
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an individual adjudged guilty of a state jail felony shall be punished by confinement in a state jail for any term of not more than two years or less than 180 days.

(b) In addition to confinement, an individual adjudged guilty of a state jail felony may be punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000.

(1) An individual adjudged guilty of a state jail felony shall be punished for a third degree felony if it is shown on the trial of the offense that the individual has previously been finally convicted of a felony specified in the Code of Criminal Procedure.
§ 12.34. Third Degree Felony Punishment
Example: Injury to a Child, Elderly Individual, or Disabled Individual occurs when a person intentionally and knowingly causes injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual.
(a) An individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the third degree shall be punished by imprisonment in the institutional division for any term of not more than 10 years or less than 2 years.

(b) In addition to imprisonment, an individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the third degree may be punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000.

§ 12.33. Second Degree Felony Punishment
Example: Aggravated Assault includes the elements of assault and causes serious bodily injury to another or uses or exhibits a deadly weapon during the commission of the assault.
(a) An individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the second degree shall be punished by imprisonment in the institutional division for any term of not more than 20 years or less than 2 years.

(b) In addition to imprisonment, an individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the second degree may be punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000.

§ 12.32. First Degree Felony Punishment
Example: Murder occurs if a person intends to cause serious bodily injury and commits an act clearly dangerous to human life that causes the death of an individual.
(a) An individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the first degree shall be punished by imprisonment in the institutional division for life or for any term of not more than 99 years or less than 5 years.

(b) In addition to imprisonment, an individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the first degree may be punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000.

§ 12.31. Capital Felony
Example: Capital Murder occurs if a person intentionally commits the murder in the course of committing or attempting to commit kidnapping, burglary, robbery, aggravated sexual assault, arson, or obstruction or retaliation.
(a) An individual adjudged guilty of a capital felony in a case in which the state seeks the death penalty shall be punished by imprisonment in the institutional division for life or by death.  An individual adjudged guilty of a capital felony in a case in which the state does not seek the death penalty shall be punished by imprisonment in the institutional division for life.

(b) In a capital felony trial in which the state seeks the death penalty, prospective jurors shall be informed that a sentence of life imprisonment or death is mandatory on conviction of a capital felony.  In a capital felony trial in which the state does not seek the death penalty, prospective jurors shall be informed that the state is not seeking the death penalty and that a sentence of life imprisonment is mandatory on conviction of the capital felony.

