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The University of North Texas
Department of Dance and Theatre
Survey of Dance, 3 credits

T/Th 12-120pm

Dance 2800.001

Fall 2009

Instructor:

Ellie Leonhardt, MFA

Office: Stovall Hall 180-D

Office Hours: T/TH 120-150pm or by appointment
Phone: 240-565-4056

Email: ellie.lecnhardc@unt.edu

Course Description: Prehistoric to contemporary dance both as a
reflection of cultures and societies and as a performing and
participatory art form. This course will offer & variety of
dance experiences, inciuding the viewing of dance live and in
video format, reading about dance, writing critically about
dance, and movenent days where we will experience selected dance
movements from diverse dance styles and cultures.

Reqgquired Text: Moving Historv/Pancing Culbures: A Dance History

Reader Ed. By Ann Dils and Ann Cooper Albright

Suggested Text: Dancing: The Pleasure, Power and Art of Movement
by Gerald Jones

Course Obijectives:

1) To develop sensitivity, respect and appreciation for the
diversity of human cultures and their relationship to
dance.

2) To galn and appreciation for dance as a reflection of the
values, traditions, beliefs, and aesthetic preferences of
diverse cultures and subcultures of the world through time.
This is done through viewing videos, learning movement from
different cultures, lecture, readings, writing response
essays, and small group and large class discussions.

3) To view and be able toc analyze dance as a unique embodied
language of comnmunication across and between diverse
cultures: To acquire basic critical skills used in viewing,
describing, analyzing, interpreting, and esvaluating
movement .

4) To analyze differences and commonalities across cultures
through dance: To begin to understand the many factors that
affect why people dance, the position and status of dance
and the motivation for dance in divers cultures.

5) To develop strategies for reducing prejudice and
stereotyping of groups.

6) To apply the above objectives to dances of cne’s own
culture and to share and learn about the backgrounds from
others in the class.

Ixemplary QObijectives for Visual and Performing Arts:

1) To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in
the arts.

2} To understand those works as expressions of individual and
human values within diverse historical, social and cultural
contexts.




3) To engage in a creative process or interpretive ach in orxder
to comprehend the physical and intellectual demands reguired of
the author or visual/performing artist.

4y To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that
gulde or govern the arts.

UNT Core Obijectives:

1} Galn an awareness of fundamental areas of knowledge and the
interrelationships among them.

2) Gain the skills required to explore and test ideas.

3} Have the ability to read intelligently, write clearly and
speak well.

4} Value different ideas, perspectives, cultures and viewpoints.
5) Demconstrate personal and social responsibility.

Course topics include but are not limited to:

¢ What is dance? Why do yvou dance?

a. basic concepts and definitions

b, its meaning and value

c. ways of viewing dance

d. crucial skills employed in experiencing and understanding
dance

e. understanding that although dance is a universal activity

1t plays different roles in different cultures

¢ Native American Dance and Pow-wows (view live performance)

Renaissance Ballet: Dance from Italy, France, and Russia *

Western and Eastern Classical Dance forms: Ballet and

Kakbuki*

Gender in Dance

Japanese Butoh*

Traditional Xorean Dance*

Classical and Contemporary Dance from India (with special

focus on Bharatanatyam, Bhangra, and Bolliwcod Dance

forms)*

Us Modern Dance: Dance as self expression®

US Post-Modern Dance: Site-Specific performance®

e US Social Dance (with special focus on Swing Dance and the
legacy of Norma Miller)*
Capoeria: Dance from Brazil*

¢ African Dance (with special focus on the ritual and soclal
dance forms from Ghana) (view live performance)™*

¢ Middle Eastern DPance and the Ancient Art of Belly Dance
Through the Feminlst Lens*

* Denctes that each of these topics conclude in a movement day

in which the students learn a dance or a set of movement

vocabulary from that particular dance from studied.

Grading:
* Live performance attendance and response paper: 20%
e 10 Reading Response Papers (3 page minimum) based on Mgvinc
Historyv/Dancing Cultures: A Dance History Reader: 50%
¢ Final verbal presentation: 20%
Consistent verbal and physical effort, participation and
professionalism: 10%




Attendance:

You are allowed to miss a total of 3 classes with no penalty to
your grade. Beyond these 3, if vou miss 4 or more, you will
receive an “F" for your final grade. You are allcwed 2 times
tardy with not penalty to your grade. Beyond these 2 your [inal-
total grade will drop 2.5% per additional tardy. There are no-
makes ups for this class and no late work is accepted (unless
pre-approved) .

Academic Dishonestv:

UNT's policy of Academic Dishonesty (found in the student
handbook) applies to this course. If you are caught plagiarizing
or cheating yvou will be reported to the appropriate office and
you will also faill this course.




OAQO Justification and Assessment Plan for Survey of
Dance (Danc 2800):

1} Gain an awareness of fundamental areas of knowledge and the
interrelationships among them:

Justification: This course includes frequent reading response
essays that summarize the author’s concepts and allows the
student to interpret and personally relate to the
philosecophical and cultural points made in the reading. This
demeonstrates comprehension of fundamental knowledge.
Assesasment: These response essayvs, and the in-class verbal
discussions that follow, demcnstrate the fundamental areas of
knowledge of the dance form and toplc discussed that week.
These essays and discusgsion are assessed toe show that the
student has gained awareness in the fundamental areas of
knowledge of world dance forms and their interrelationships.
If this course is meeting this objective at least half of the
class will receive an 80% or above on these response essay
assignments,

2] Gain the skille required to explore and test ideas:
Justification: Physical participation in movement forms from
around the world gives the students the skills to embody that
which they are reading about in the textbook.

Assessment: The experiential learning of this activity gives
them the tcols to explore and more fully understand that which
is read about in the textbook and seen in the video. These
movement classes are connected to the reading and are often
led by professicnal guest artists from the DFW area. If this
course 1s meeting this objective at least half of the class
will receive 80% or better on their physical participation of
learning these movement forms.

3) Have the ability to read intelligently, write clearly and
apeak well:

Justification: The course is comprised of response essays, in-
depth reading assignments, and in class discussion as well as
a final end of semester presentation in which the student must
demonstrate all of the above stated objectives.

Assessment: At the end of the semester each student gives a
verkbal presentation on a non-western style of dance. This
presentation demcnstrates that the student can verbally
articulate theilr research ideas clearly. This project is also
comprised of an in-depth historical timeline of the form of
dance and the importance, history, training, and social
relevancy of dance as a social, ritual and art form. If this
course is meeting this objective atbt least half of the class
will receive 80% or better on thelr verkal articulation,
written thought and comprehension of the written literature
used for this research project.

4) Value different ldeas, perspectives, cultures and
viewpoints:

Justification: Because valuing diversity is an important

aspect of this class students will also share persoconal aspects

of thelr ocwn culture and dance forms and express how this



knowledge influences how they perceive other cultures and
dance forms. Through small and large in-class dliscussions,
based on live performances and assigned readings, the student
will learn to listen, ask guestiens, and respond respectfully
to the views expressed of peers, guest speakers, the authors
of the textbook, and the instructor. The guality of these
discugsions assess if the students value different ideas,
perspectives, cultures and viewpoints.

Agsessment: Based on the topics listed in the syllabus, each

student will take a pre and post-test each semester. In Lhis
test the students will answer the following guestions for each
topic:

a} Have vou heard of this form before?

b) Have you ever participated in this form of dance
before?

c) Have you ever seen this feorm ¢f dance before
(either live or on a video)?

d} Do you plan on either participating in or seeing
this dance form in the future?

e} On a scale of 0-10 what is your current interest in
this form of dance or the culture where this dance
form originated?

f} Do you know the origins of this dance form?

gl Do you think it is important to have knowledge cof
the culture where this dance form comes f{rom?

A ves equals 10 points a no eguals 0 points. A simple
percentage

calculation will show an increase in knowledge. The student
will not be

graded on this assessment.

5) Demonstrate perscnal and social responsibility:
Justification: In this course, understanding the self in
relaticnship to the teopics covered in this class (such as
gender, feminism, self-expression, ritual, awareness of
suffering and non-western points of view) is demonstrated in
many different ways.

Agsesament: The student is assessed through the ways in which
he or she works in research groups for thelr final projects.
An important component Lo this project is teaching the rest of
the class movement from their topic. This act of teaching
shows, first, that the student has taken personal
responsibility to de the work in the context of a group
project and second, soclial ability to comrunicate and create
community within the classroom. Through this final project the
student learns that dance is a tool for sccial change and
social communication. A porticn of this project is scored on
demonstration of personal responsikbility (meaning they pulled
their weight in the group project) and social communication in
creating of community in the classroom. If the course is
meeting this objective at least half of the students in the
class will receive a score of 80% (or higher).

EEQC Justification and Assessment Plan for Survey of
Dance {Danc 2800):

1. To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works
in the arts.

Justification: The study of dance within higher education

promctes an integration of concepts and processes learned. In



Survey of Dance the students complete assignments specifically
related to the literature of world-dance presented in text,
film, videco, workshops and live performances.

Assessment: Students are assessed on the gquality of written
and verbal reports relevant to the successful description,
analysis, comparison, synthesis and evaluation of the world
and multicultural dance forms experienced. If the course is
meeting this objective at least half of the students in the
class will receive a score of 80% {(or higher) on the written
respeonse essays and verbal in class discussions.

2. To understand thoge works as expressions of individual and
human values within diverse historical, social and cultural
contexts.

Justification: This course focus i1s on studying the theory and

practice of dance forms from around the woerld. This includes

social, ritual, and artistic forms. Such guestions that are
routinely asked and answered by the students in verbal and
written form through reading response egsays and final verbal
presentations: What 1s this dance from and why is it
important? Who dances this form? Where and why is this form
practiced/preformed? Where, how, why and when did this dance
form start? Has 1t migrated? If so, why and how? What are the
specific dances of historical and contemporary impertance in
this form?

Assegagment: At least half of the students show 80% mastery of

an awareness and understanding of multicultural influencesg in

dance after taking this course. The sceope and depth of world
dance forms surveyed in this class are assessed in written
response essays, verbal discusslions and demonstration
assignments such as teaching movement and participating in
movementt classes from cultures arcund the world.

3. To engage in a creative process or interpretive act in
order to comprehend the physical and intellectual demands
required of the author or visual/performing artist.

Justification: Students in this class are reguired to attend

live performances of multicultural and non-western dance forms

as well as participate in movement classes exploring, in a

hands-on environment, the physical and intellectually demands

of the art and practice of dance in its many forms. These live
performances, in-class videos, movement classes and response
papers reguire the student o analyze, comprehend,
contextualize, and embody cultural and personal expression
through movement.

Asgesament: The student’s ability to include descriptlon,

analysis, synthesis and contextualization of the particular

dance form being discussed is evaluated by the instructor
through response essays and in-class discussion. Specifically
the ability of the student to comprehend common stylistic
characteristics of the dance form and the dance form's
relaticonship to its parent culture measures the above stated
objective. The experiential learning of these activities gives
them the tools to explore and more fully understand that which
is read about in the textbook and seen in the video. The
novement classes are connected to the reading and are often
ied by professicnal guest artists from the DFW area. If this
course is meeting this objective at least half of the class
will receive 80% or better on their physical participation of



learning these movement forms as well as in their live-
performance response essaye.

4. To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles
that guide or govern the arts.
Justification: To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic
principles that guide or govern the arts is presented through
guest artists who not only represent specific cultural dance
forms but also offer class and studic experiences. In the
exposure to these guest artists the students learn the
cultural foundation, technigue and performance of
multicultural dance forms. Thig exposure gives the UNT
gtudent a direct experience to a movement form they would not
normally encounter.
Assessment: Through written response essays, verbal
discussions and physical demenstrations students articulate
audience/performer dynamics of a dance performance in order to
gain an appreciation for dance. Appreciation 1ls measured by
the students’ engagement with four main gualities:
description, analyels, synthesis and contextualization of the
particular dance form keing discussed. Through the respcnse
essays students also offer insight in to the meaning of the
dance works in thelr original circumstance. The students are
asked to comment on the specific social and cultural milieu
surrounding histeorically and culturally significant dance
works. At the end of the semester each student gives a verbal
presentation on a non-western style of dance. This
presentation demongtrates that the student can verbally
articulate their research ideas clearly. This project is also
comprised of an in-depth historical timeline of the form of
dance and the impoertance, history, training, and social
relevancy of dance as a sccial, ritual and art form. If this
course 1s meeting this objective at least half of the class
will receive 80% or better on written response essays, verbal
discussions, and physical demonstraticons as well as on the
final presentation.



