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MEMORANDUM FOR STUDENTS ENROLLED IN COURSE 4260: THE ARAB-ISRAELI WARS: ZIONISM TO THE PRESENT

SUBJECT: Course Syllabus, Fall 2003

1. Introduction: Welcome to the study of the Arab-Israeli Wars.  This syllabus delineates the scope of the course, course objectives, methodology, required books, grading procedures, written requirements, midterms and final examination and discussion questions, reading schedule, and other pertinent information.

2. Scope of the Course: This course examines the birth of the Jewish ideology and movement, Zionism, and Arab Nationalism, the creation of the state of Israel, and the series of Arab-Israeli Wars starting in 1947 to the present Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  We will examine and discuss the causes and nature of the conflicts, the strategies employed, the armed forces and leadership of the opposing forces, the problems of Arab unity, the roles of the Superpowers, and the influences of culture, religion, and significant historical experiences, e.g., the Holocaust and Imperialism.  

3. Course Objectives:

a. General.

(1) To educate students on historical methods and standards of scholarship.

(2) To educate students on the theories and practice of war.

(3) To educate students on the historiography of the Arab-Israeli Wars.

(4) To provide students with the language, concepts, and methodology to analyze and understand armed conflicts.

b. Specific

(1) To understand the cultural and religious tenets that produce the hate and anger that characterizes the relationship between Arabs and Jews in the Middle East.

(2) To delineate the history of the Middle East conflicts.

(3) To explain Arab defeat and Israeli victory in war.

(4) To understand the role of the “Superpower” in the conflicts.

4. Methodology:


On the eve of World War II Margaret Mead published a book to explain to Americans that war is a cultural endeavor, and that culture could be a strength or a weakness that influences the outcome of war.  
This book is based upon… the premise that, in total war, national character, what Americans are now, today, in the 1940’s is one of our principal assets, and may nevertheless become, not wisely handled, one of our principal liabilities….  If we make war plans which seek to invoke a kind of courage which we lack, and neglect a kind of courage which we have—we will lose.  If we let our generals and our statesmen involve us in international threats and reprisals which fail to bring out the strengths in our character we may lose.

This was not a new premise, and the same analytical method has been used to examine and explain American behavior, and that of other nations, in war and peace.
  There are two important aspects to this thesis: one, is that events in the past influence decisions in the present; and two, is that in war it is necessary to know yourself to maximize the ability of a nation to achieve its political objectives.  Mead explained:

We are our culture….  The odd bits and pieces of that way of life which we have conserved…  Culture is an abstraction….  [For] each people… this abstraction behaves in certain ways, are certain kinds of persons, were reared in a given fashion, and have a given character.  Character is also an abstraction, a way of talking about the results in human personality, of having been reared by and among human beings whose behavior was culturally regular.  So in every culture, in Samoa, in Germany… [Arab, Israeli] and in the United States…, we will find consistencies and regularities in the way in which new born babies grow up and assume the attitudes and behavior patterns of the elders—and this we may call “character formation.”

The thesis is that: the uniquely historical experience created a unique cultures, which tended to produce consistency and regularity in attitudes, thinking, behaviors, beliefs, values, and ethics.   The dominant culture informs a nation and created expectations of how the it ought to conduct war, how its soldiers ought to perform on the battlefield, how its generals should carry out their tasks, how its government ought to perform, and how its people should act.  Culture produced a unique way of war.  


Culture is not static.  It is continuously acquiring and discarding.  Still, core beliefs, values, ethics, and attitudes change slowly, and it can be argued that the Israeli thinking about the conduct of war, because of repeated successes, has maintained considerable consistency.  This does not mean that they fought every war in the same way.  It does means that there was consistency in how Israelis believed those wars should have been fought.  Arabs, on the other hand, because of repeated failures, have been more opened to change; however, culture has limited the ability of Arab nations to adapt.  Our objectives are to understand the causes, conduct, and outcomes of the Arab-Israeli Wars, by comprehending the “Arab Way of War,” and the “Israeli Ways of War.”  


War is a uniquely human endeavor.  More so than any other human endeavor, war involves human emotions and passions.  Hence, war has a strong element of irrationality.  Hate, anger, fear, the desire for revenge, racism, virulent forms of nationalism, religious beliefs, imperialism, all characterize the Arab-Israeli conflict, all cause Jews and Arabs to act irrationally.  This irrational element must be considered in your analysis of the Arab-Israeli Wars.


Finally, war is an enormously complex human endeavor.  Wars in the Middle East are more complex than most because of the numerous external influences.  Imperialism, the Holocaust, the “Cold War,” oil, the atomic bomb, the “Superpowers,” European technology, German restitution payments, American Jews, American aid and technology, and numerous other external factors have influenced the Arab-Israeli Wars.  To comprehend the continuing cycle of wars and violence in this region external influences must be considered.

5. Required Readings:

a. Herzog, Chaim.  The Arab-Israeli Wars: War and Peace in the Middle East from the War of Independence through Lebanon.  New York: Vintage Books, 1984.

b. Cohen, Eliot A., Michael J. Eisenstadt, and Andrew Bacevich.  Knives, Tanks, and Missiles: Israel’s Security Revolution.  Washington DC: The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 1998.

c. Laqueur, Walter and Barry Rubin, edited.  The Israel-Arab Reader: A Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict, Sixth Revised Edition.  New York: Penguin Books, 2001.

d. Oren, Michael B.  Six Days of War: June 1967 and the Making of the Modern Middle East.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.

e. Rubin, Barry and Thomas A. Keaney, edited.  Armed Forces in the Middle East: Politics and Strategy.  London: Frank Cass, 2002.

6. Reading Schedule:

Lesson    Date          Subject                                                         Readings

    1        26 Aug     History and Historiography                           Syllabus

                               Clausewitz’ Tenets of War                            Lewis

                               Fundamental Concepts

           
                   Geography


    2          2 Sep     Overview of the War                                      Laqueur, Part I

                               Zionism and Imperialism                              Herzog, Book I

                               War of Independence, 1947-1949

    3          9 Sep     War of Independence, 1947-1949                  Laqueur, Part II  

                              The Sinai Campaign, 1956                             Herzog, Book II

    4        16 Sep     The Six Day War, 1967                                 Herzog, Book III

                                                                                                     Laqueur, Part II to 116

    5        23 Sep     The Six Day War, 1967                                 Oren 

    6        30 Sep     The Six Day War, 1967                                 Oren

    7          7 Oct     Midterm Examination                                    All Above

                              The War of Attrition, 1967-1970                   Herzog, Book IV 

    8        14 Oct     The War of Attrition, 1967-1970                   Laqueur, Part II to 194

                              The Yom Kippur War, 1973                          Herzog, Book V

    9        21 Oct     The Yom Kippur War, 1973                          

                              The War Against Terrorism: Entebbe           Herzog, Book VI

   10       28 Oct      Operation “Peace for Galilee”                      Herzog, all 

                               The PLO                                                       Laqueur, Book III & IV 

                               Papers Due                                                   Selected readings

   11        4 Nov     Armed Forces in the Middle East                Rubin, Ch. 1-5     

   12       11 Nov    Armed Forces in the Middle East                Rubin, Ch 6-9

   13       18 Nov    Knives, Tanks & Missiles                            Cohen, all

                              Current Plans for Peace                                Discuss Paper

   14       25 Nov   Current Plans for Peace                                 Handouts, Discuss Papers

   15        2 Dec     Pre-Final Week: Review                               Discussion

   16        9 Dec     Final Examination                                   All Above

7.  Grading:

Midterm Exam …………………………………………………….30%

Paper Requirement…………………………………………………30%

Final Exam………………………………………………………….40%

8. Disability Accommodation:  Any person with special circumstances covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation, Suite 318A, University Union Building, and also inform the instructor of this class.  Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access.  The Department of History A.D.A. Liaison is Professor __________, Wooten Hall, 2__, telephone number_____________.

9. Plagiarism: Students are responsible for their own work.  To plagiarize is to “steal and pass off as one’s own the ideas and words of another.”  Plagiarism is against University of North Texas policies for students, and against the rules of conduct for this class.  Students that plagiarize automatically receive a failing grade, “F,” and an account of the misconduct and the professor’s actions are forwarded to the University for review and consideration of additional actions.  Students are responsible for the proper documentation of their work, to include quotation marks, footnotes, endnotes, and other forms of documentation.  Students with questions regarding the proper procedures for documentation will make an appointment to see the professor.

10. Paper Requirement: Students will select one book on the Arab-Israeli Wars, and write a 5 to 6 page review delineating the author’s thesis, how he/she proves his thesis, what sources he/she uses to write the book, the strengths and weaknesses of the book, how the book compares with other books you have read on the same topic, and your assessment of the merits of the work.  Students will not write a narrative of the book.  Papers are due in class on 28 October.  Papers will not be accepted after class on the 28th.

11. Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 1300-1400, or after class, or by appointment.  Appointments can be scheduled by calling (940) 565-4527, or email: alewis@unt.edu.  Office location: Wooten Hall, Room 264.

Adrian R. Lewis

Associate Professor

University of North Texas
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� J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur in 1782 published a letter entitled “What is an American,” in which he wrote: “Men are like plants; the goodness and flavor of the fruit proceeds from the peculiar soil and exposition in which they grow.  We are nothing but what we derive from the air we breathe, the climate we inhabit, the government we obey, the system of religion we profess, and the nature of our employment.” In “Letters from an American Farmer (New York: E. P. Fox, Duffield and Co., 1904), 56.  See also: Richard Maxwell Brown, No Duty to Retreat: Violence and Values in American History and Society (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991).  Pierre Bourdieu, Outline of a Theory of Practice (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1985).  Frederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American History (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1962).  Richard Slotkins, Regeneration Through Violence: The Mythology of the American Frontier, 1600-1860 (NH: Wesleyan University Press, 1973); and Gunfighter Nation (New York: Harper Perennial, 1986).  


� Margaret Mead, And Keep Your Powder Dry (New York: William Morrow, 1965), 21.





