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Myths About Transfer Students

• All transfers go to community colleges for two 
years and finish the last two years at a four‐year 
school.

• Forget transfer orientation!  They won’t come.



Myths About Transfer Students

• Transfer students do not want to be involved on 
campus.

• Parents of transfer students are not interested in 

being involved with the campus.



Myths About Transfer Students

• Transfer students do not live in residence halls.

• Transfer students are inferior students. 



Myths About Transfer Students

• Retention strategies are not needed for transfer 
students. 

• Transfer students do not connect with the 

university.

• Transfer students will not give to the University 
following graduation



Myths About Transfer Students

Transfer students go to a two‐year school from 

high school because:

– they are less mature

– they don’t have the money for a 

four‐year school.

– they don’t have the grades to get into 

a four‐year school



Myths About Transfer Students

• Transfer students who go to a two‐year school 

from high school do not have goals or aspirations.

• The majority of transfer students are 

non‐traditional in age.



Bottom Line:

Transfer Students Are 

Diverse Within Themselves



What We Know About Transfer

• Nearly 60% of all students who graduate from a 
four‐year institution entered college at a 
different institution. (NECS, 2007)

• 11% were at some point co‐enrolled in more 
than one college.

(NECS, 2002)



Transfer Students: Ethnically Diverse

Racial and ethnic minorities account for about 
48% of the community college population

(Phillippe & Patton for AACC, 1999)

“At the national level, community college students 
represent higher percentages of underrepresented,
non‐traditional, low‐income, and lower performing 
students”

(Falconetti & Jones, 2009)



Transfer Students: Ethnically Diverse

Among all undergraduates:

57% of Native Americans are in community colleges

47% of Asian/Pacific Islanders are in community colleges

47% of Blacks are in community colleges

55% of Hispanics are in community colleges
(NCES, 2007)



Transfer & Graduation Rate
Transfers are less likely to graduate in four years

– 51 months ‐ single institution avg. 

– 59 months ‐ two‐institutions avg. 

– 67 months ‐ three or more institutions avg. 

But just as likely to complete a degree program 
(NCES, 2007)



UNT Transfer Students



UNT Transfers

Female 
55%

Male
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Transfer Students by Gender 
Fall 2008

Total Studens: 3,885



UNT Transfers
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UNT Transfers
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UNT Transfers

Transfer Students – First Gen:  1,978
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UNT Transfers

Freshman
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Junior
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Senior
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Sophomore
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Transfer Students by Classification
Fall 2008

Total Students: 3,885



Top 10 Transfer Degree Plans
Business Undetermined 727

Interdisciplinary Studies 290

Undetermined 290
Applied Arts and 
Sciences 157

Pre-Biology 141

Pre-Accounting 129

Pre Radio/Television/Film 113

Kinesiology 110

Criminal Justice 106

Pre-English 105



Top 10 Feeder Institutions
Dallas County CC District 925
Tarrant County College 480
Collin County Community 
College 419
North Central Texas College 221
Univ of Texas Arlington 78
Navarro College 65
Weatherford College 65
Texas Tech University 64
Tyler Junior College 61
Austin Community College 47

Number of institutions transferred from:  460



UNT Transfers

• Percent transferring from community 
colleges:  77.5%

• Percent transferring from four year 
college or university:   22.5%



Fall 2008 Admissions

New Undergraduate Transfers  3,885

New From High School 3,732*

Post Baccalaureate  1,135

Master's  4,261

Doctoral  1,523

* Includes TAMS and Dual Admits



UNT Transfers

• Transfer student persistence

compared to FTIC students:  

• Transfer (Full‐Time)  76.0%

• FTIC  (Full‐Time)     74.7%



UNT Transfers

• Transfer student GPA compared to FTIC:

• Transfer (Fall 2008, All Classifications) 
cumulative GPA 2.47

• FTIC (Fall 2008 Freshmen)                       
cumulative GPA 2.33



UNT Transfers

• Transfer student graduation rates 
compared to FTIC:  

• Transfer (Full‐Time)                58.5%

• FTIC (full‐Time, No TAMS)  44.8%



UNT Transfers

• Transfer student residential status

• Transfer (On‐Campus)              606    (16%)
• FTIC (On‐Campus)                  3,092    (83%)

• Transfer (City of Denton)           517  (13%)
• FTIC      (City of Denton)              124  (  3%)

• Transfer (Commuting)               2,763 (71%)
• FTIC      (Commuting)                    516 (14%)



UNT Transfers

Transfer student nationality status compared to 
FTIC:

• Transfer (Non‐Resident Alien)                43     
(2.3%)

• FTIC (Non‐Resident Alien)                      36     
(0.9%)

Note that this is UNDERGRADUATE students 
only.



Student Engagement (Nat’l Data)
• NSSE and other research suggest that transfer students 

are less involved in clubs, service, research with faculty, 
etc.

• Why?

• Intrinsic to student factors, such as more need to work, 
older and have families, etc.?

• But, we must be careful to not generalize transfer 
students.  



Do we exert same amount of energy 

on transfer success initiatives as on 
freshman success initiatives?



The Policy Center on the First Year of College 

found that:

Only 1/3 of institutions offer special services for 
transfer students … 

(Swing, R. L. 2000)



… Those institutions that do not offer special 
services explained that:

• Their transfer population was too small

• Traditional programs care for transfer 
needs

(Swing, R. L. 2000)



… Further, Swing found that

– Of those who do offer special services they are 
usually limited to:

– Transcript evaluation

– Transfer‐specific orientation

– Institutions assume that transfer students are 
“experienced” and do not need other services

Swing, R. L. (2000)



The 3 Stages of Transfer
Stage One: What They Expect Before Transfer

• 60% expect to feel marginalized & worry about 
navigating the system

• 92% struggle with their need for guidance

• 93% are concerned with fitting into the university culture

• “I am sure I’ll be lost”
eSource, Karen Owens, February 2009



The 3 Stages of Transfer

Stage Two: Student Perception at Mid‐Semester

• 95%  express a need for more “personal attention”

• 88%  seek more “academic integration”

• 51%  desire “more social interaction”

• 86% of students identified poor communication in 
and between institutions as a significant issue

eSource, Karen Owens, February 2009



The 3 Stages of Transfer

Stage Three: Recommendations for Success

• 49% recommend transfer advisors

– “someone to call their own”

• 49% recommend a transfer‐specific orientation

• 27% ask for a step‐by‐step transfer checklist

eSource, Karen Owens, February 2009



A Perfect Storm

• Voluntary System of Accountability and the College 
Portrait ‐ http://www.voluntarysystem.org/index.cfm

• Legislative Pressures (Federal and State)

• Statewide Agreements & Common Course Guidelines

• IPKIT ‐ http://education.missouri.edu/orgs/ipkit/index



A Perfect Storm

• Articulation

• Transfer Center

• Alumni

• International Students



Headlines confirm a perfect storm



Budget Cuts at CU 
Means Bigger Classes

March 12, 2009 – Colorado Daily
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