ZLOT: Product and Standard Review

	Name
	MetaLib by Ex Libris



	Contact Information
	1919 N. Sheffield

Chicago, IL 60614-6001
Tel.: 1 773 404 5527   

Toll Free: 1 877 527 1689   

Fax: 1 773 404 5601

http://www.exlibris.co.il/index.html


	Description

	MetaLib is an information portal to library collections. It has two components: Universal Gateway (UG) and SFX. 

UG allows broadcast searching over heterogeneous data sources. It merges and de-duplicates search results and compiles them to a browse list. Users can further refine their search criteria based on the list. It checks the local holdings in a library catalog and can order the full text of the document from a preferred document delivery supplier. UG also allows local customization and user personalization of the search interface. It can provide a catalog of local electronic resources and authenticate users for access.

SFX is based on the OpenURL standard. It provides context-sensitive reference links that are dynamically configured on the basis of the institution's e-collections, from retrieved records to related resources and services.  

MetaLib provides the ALEPH Union Catalog as an optional component that builds central indexes from disparate catalogs.



	Intended Application

	MetaLib intends to provide one gateway to both local and remote resources while allowing the user to remain within one familiar, uniform system. 

A Web-based administration tool kit is available for configuring library resources. New data sources can be added to the library's collection and configured to the existing ones without doing any programming. Such a tool also enables resource sharing in a consortium setting. 

MetaLib makes use of the institution’s authentication mechanism to control the resources and the functions available.

It accepts queries and can display results in different languages.



	Technical Information

	The Universal Gateway component in MetaLib utilizes the Z39.50 standard for broadcast searching. The SFX technology is based on the OpenURL standard.

MetaLib can work with any automated library system since MetaLib provides a layer above the institution’s system.



	Standards Information

	Z39.50. OpenURL, ALEPH, MARC, XML, MAB, EAD, Dublin Core, and TEI



	Cost

	Not disclosed.



	Utility in ZLOT

	Search and retrieval interface.



	Remarks

	MetaLib’s advantages lie in dealing with e-collections. They may have less impact in libraries with largely analog collections. 

There is no general key word search function available. Subject categories can be selected one at the time. Users can build a personal knowledge base across subjects. Search interface is flashing while doing searches. 

Search results are grouped by sources not by subject.

It provides services for updating e-journal collection, similar to what Serial Solutions does.



	Product Demonstration

	Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.



	User References

	State University of New York (SUNY)`s 64 geographically dispersed campuses.

"SUNYConnect utilizes new technology (MetaLib SFX) within the University to strengthen and improve access to library resources for all SUNY students and faculty," said State University Provost Peter D. Salins. "The ability to implement library technology on shared servers allows us to leverage resources to our best advantage."



	Partners
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	Competitors

	Not known
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