ZLOT: Product and Standard Review

	Name
	iBistro/iLink e-library



	Contact Information
	Emma Monroe, Sales Development
St. Louis, MO

Voice: 314-432-1100
Fax: 314-993-8927

emma@sirsi.com

http://www.sirsi.com



	Description

	The iBistro product provides a single search interface as a portal to digital resources. Users are able to simultaneously search a local library collection, other Z39.50 libraries, or Web resources. However, the aggregated commercial databases are not included in this broadcast search capability. The product has a built-in Northern Light web search engine. Users can choose to use North Light's advanced web searching capabilities for Web resources.

The search results are automatically organized into more narrowly defined categories. There is also the capability of suggesting additional topics or titles for review. Partnered with Syndetic Solutions, the product provides content enrichment for the search results. For example, users can see information about selected titles, for example, author biographies, book reviews, summaries, tables of contents, and book jacket images.

The interface is customizable and each user can create a personalized Internet access center. Once created, users can log in to see unique lists of subjects, authors, activities, and so on. Users can tell the system to notify them when the library adds new materials that relate to the user's favorite authors and subjects. Users can view notices from the library as well as information about items on loan or on hold.



	Intended Application

	The iBisto product is a resource management product for an electronic library. It serves as a portal to digital information resources from a single interface.
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The iBisto product utilizes the Z39.50 standard to search multiple resources simultaneously. 

Libraries can push dynamic personalized information directly to users. Libraries can also select and define resources from LibraryHQ.com, SIRSI’s partner, to be used for searching.



	Technical Information

	It needs to be mounted on an ILS.

SIRSI maintains and refreshes content enrichment resources, such as cover images, tables of contents, abstracts, and book reviews, for libraries on a monthly basis.



	Standards Information

	Z39.50



	Cost

	Not available



	Utility in ZLOT

	Single search and retrieval interface



	Remarks

	iBistro is marketed for public libraries and consortia and iLink for academic and special libraries.

http://www.infobistro.com/



	Product Demonstration

	http://www.sirsi.com/Sirsiproducts/elibdemos.html


	User References

	"The technology behind iBistro represents a groundbreaking development in library automation. The additional content is maintained on centralized servers at Sirsi's site rather than on each individual library's server. User searches redirect to the Sirsi server for the enhanced content. The results are combined with the holdings information from the local catalog into a unified display.”  - Jeff Barry, Library Journal, April 1, 2001, "Automated System Marketplace 2001: Closing in on Content"

"iBistro (from Sirsi) enables the OPAC user to keep track of favorite authors and other materials of interest. It provides bestseller lists from the New York Times, PW, and other sources, thus melding various content into the OPAC. The presentation is visually stunning."  - Don Chvatal, Biblio Tech Review's ALA Mid Winter 2001 edition 



	Partners

	Bookstream, Inc.

Cahners 

The Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database Company, LLC

HW Wilson

netLibrary

SiteSource 

Syndetic Solutions



	Competitors

	Encompass by Endeavor

MetaLib by ExLibris 
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