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ZLOT: Product and Standard Review

	Name
	Vivísimo Clustering EngineTM
http://vivisimo.com

	Contact Information
	Vivisimo Inc.

sales@vivisimo.com

	Description

	The Vivísimo Clustering Engine uses a heuristic algorithm to automatically cluster or organize textual documents into meaningful groups. Its web search capability queries one or more web search engines and parses the result pages to extract titles, URLs, and short descriptions. Then it groups or categorizes the search results based on the extracted information (not the full web pages). Next it orders or sorts the groups and the search results within each group. Finally it displays the hierarchical groups or categories. On the demonstrated page, the groups are listed on the left in a smaller frame. Documents in each group are listed in larger frame on the right after that group is selected.



	Intended Application

	By clustering or organizing textual documents into meaningful groups, it provides a solution to information overload resulting in users possibly overlooking useful information. Vivisimo is an inexpensive solution to classification and taxonomy building for clustering documents. It has been used on various search engines at commercial, academic, government and other web sites. 



	Technical Information

	Delivered as a software library

•API with thorough documentation, or XML I/O

•Versions for Windows, Solaris, Linux, etc.

•Customers report installing in 15 minutes to two days

Multi-Lingual
•English version entirely written by Vivisimo (no 3rd parties)

•All major W. European languages using GNU-license stemmers

•Korean and Chinese available, Japanese in planning

Small footprint and fast

Modular: clustering function is separate from customizable display/navigation

Available with Perl, Java, C++ & COM wrappers

Customizable: stopwords, stemming, weighted fields

Does not require special training after installation.



	Standards Information

	Vivisimo is proprietary software. Claims to work with all search engines. 



	Cost

	Information for licensing or integrating the Vivísimo product is only available through individual enquiry to sales@vivisimo.com


	Utility in ZLOT

	Candidate for search and retrieval interface.



	Remarks

	Functionality is limited to textual document. It is not a search engine. “It is more properly seen as a clustering engine.” Searching in languages other than English was not available at time of the initial review (4/30/02). 


	Product Demonstration

	http://vivisimo.com/html/demos/index.html


	User References

	“When IOPP tested the clustering feature with in-house experts, [Lloyd] Fletcher reported that the Vivísimo treatment was judged 90-percent right in its clustering.”
 [source: Information Today]


	Partners

	None

	Competitors

	Google
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