 
HFNT #22: Happy Anniversary, North Texas!
Episode Transcript
[INTRO MUSIC]
Scott: Happy Friday, North Texas. I'm Scott.
Alicia: And I'm Alicia.
Scott: Today is Friday, March 28th, and today we're celebrating one year of the Happy Friday, North Texas! podcast.
Alicia: Whoop whoop! Technically, our first episode came out March 29th, but we're celebrating today with a podcast episode about other podcasts. First up, we'll have an interview about the Chemistry for Your Life podcast with organic chemistry lecturer and alumna Melissa Collini and her co-host and fellow alum Jam Robinson. We also have an interview with alumna Kari Hargrave, who produced a true crime podcast about a murder that happened in her small hometown back in the 80s.
Scott: Well, obviously we both love podcasts Alicia, so I can't wait to talk about all that. But first, we have to catch up.
[TRANSITION MUSIC]
Alicia: Scott, it's the end of March, which means commencement is right around the corner. And I am so excited for the Grad Block Party that UNT is hosting on May 9th.
Scott: That's right, the Grad Block Party is the Friday night of commencement weekend. It's going to have free food, live music, giveaways, carnival rides, games and so much more. We'll put a link in the show notes or you can visit commencement.unt.edu to get all the details. But trust us, you don't want to miss out on this chance for students, alumni, faculty and staff to come together to celebrate our graduates.
Alicia: And Fall '24 and Spring and Summer '25 grads will get a special free gift when they check in at the party and we'll end the night with a big fireworks show. Speaking of things worth celebrating, Scott, we've been doing this for a year. How is that even possible?
Scott: I know right? Time flies when you're having fun. And what could be more fun than celebrating a year of podcasting by talking about podcasts?
Alicia: That is super meta. First up, we have to shout out the UNT Athletics department. They have two podcasts that should be considered essential listening for Mean Green fans. The GMG cast features in-depth interviews with coaches, student athletes and alumni. They also produce This Week in Mean Green Sports, which breaks down all the events coming up in the world of North Texas athletics for the coming week.
Scott: Be sure to check those out for sure, especially with the postseason runs the men's and women's basketball teams have been on this season. That's a great way to stay up to speed on all things being green. Up next, we're talking about Chemistry For Your Life, a podcast that helps listeners understand the fascinating chemistry at work in our everyday lives. It's hosted by a pair of alums, one of whom also happens to be an organic chemistry lecturer right here at UNT.
Alicia: Our very own Heather Noel sat down with Doctor Melissa Collini and Jam Robinson to learn more about the show.
[TRANSITION MUSIC]
Melissa: I'm Melissa Collini, I am a lecturer here at UNT, an organic chemistry lecturer and co-host of the podcast Chemistry For Your Life. But I also am an alumna of UNT, and I graduated from here with my master's and my Ph.D., in 2018 and 2022. I think somewhere around there.
Jam: And my name is Jam Robinson, or Joshua is my full name, but Jam is my nickname. I also went to UNT. I graduated with my bachelor's in radio, television and film in 2015. And I don't think that's what it's called anymore, that degree. Oh no, I think they've changed it to media arts. And I also co-host the podcast with Melissa. Most of her descriptions, I would say I'm not and I'm not and I'm not. You know, she's a chemist. She's all this stuff and I'm not I just bring some, media know-how to our podcast.
Heather: Yeah. Great. Thank you all. So glad you are talking with me today. And right. So, you all have a podcast that you host together called Chemistry For Your Life but tell me about that and how y'all got started with it. 
Melissa: So well, I love podcasts, and I had listened to another podcast about design and engineering, which seems like it wouldn't be very interesting, but they do such a good job of making it interesting. I would talk about how someone needed to do that for chemistry, and then I had, actually also a professor here, Doctor Rebecca Webber. She encouraged me to start it. She was like, 'you've been talking about a podcast about chemistry for years. It's time to go. You need to have it done by the end of the summer.' So that was in 2019. And then I reached out to Jam, who has a degree, you know, in making sound. So, I asked him like, 'oh, how would you even do this?' He also had another podcast at the time. And so, it was really just asking for advice. And if you wanted to be a guest and he had a counteroffer.
Jam: That's right. Yeah, I was already doing a podcast as like a hobby, but Melissa and I've been friends for years. And she had you know, her passion for chemistry is something you can't be friends with her or even acquaintances with her and not hear about. And so, she was talking about this podcast idea and yeah, asking for some help and advice and stuff. And I was just getting also very excited at the way she was talking about it and realizing, man, this could be so much fun. And then practically, I was thinking I could help with just some of the tech, but could I get her set up to do that by herself and also host the podcast herself and do all these things? And do all this on her own or would be way easier to have someone who's doing that stuff that's present. And then also I was like, If I'm going to be there helping with that, why wouldn't I want to learn the chemistry too and get to, you know, have fun also. So that's kind of how I weaseled my way into Melissa's exciting idea.
Heather: Yeah. And tell me more about kind of the why behind this project for you and why you felt like a, you know, podcast would be the right medium for you to do, this? 
Melissa: Well, I love podcasts and I already loved podcast back then, and there's a lot where they teach science, like Radiolab or things like that. But I also separately loved chemistry, and I would tell people that and they would say, you're like, wow, you must be so smart. Which I would be like, no, I just really like this one thing. And I don't think you have to be really smart to understand chemistry. Or they would say, I hated chemistry. And I realized that I had a really good high school chemistry teacher who connected it back to everyday life a lot, but not everybody had that, and I felt like, oh, if we could just teach people with relevant chemistry, like, how does this matter in your everyday life? Where do you see something like this in your everyday life? It could be as interesting as these other science podcasts we listen to, and then it could be accessible, and other people could feel empowered to learn about science. And there's so many benefits that come with that. And so, I just wanted to help people who maybe didn't think that chemistry was for them to see that it could be for them. So yeah, I think that's that was my big thing. And then I loved podcasts. So that just flew out, flew naturally, like, oh yeah, that'll be the one. 
Heather: Yeah. So, and do y'all remember that first episode? How did that go?
Melissa: Really, you remember? 
Jam: Oh yes. I mean, I remember that there was a lot of just the if we listen back to it's kind of cringe to hear our voices. I'd been podcasting quite a bit, but it was a totally different medium. It was like I'm learning something and needing to try to repeat it back. So that was vulnerable in that way. Melissa, understandably. Like most people had a really hard time hearing her own voice. So, there's a lot of this, like, self-consciousness that is just hard to get through. It's very it's very understandable. It's not normal to hear your own voice playing in your ears while you're talking. Yeah. And so but I remember the episode is one we reference back to a lot. You want to talk about what the topic was? 
Melissa: Yeah. Well, I'll also say I remember all those feelings. Plus, like, oh, my gosh, we're doing it like I'm living my dream. Like I wanted to always have a chemistry podcast and it's happening. So, there was also that like feeling, but the podcast, the topic was about how soap gets your hands clean. And so we talked about like that's how we try to frame every episode is like, how does this thing work actually, what's this? What's the story behind that? And then for my perspective, I'm like, oh, it's chemistry. There's chemistry behind this. Let's talk about that. So that was the topic is about how soap gets your hands clean. And then for those of you who have a chemistry background, or maybe you can go listen to the podcast if you want to learn more, but that goes into like intermolecular forces and how electrons are shared around bonds. So, I was able to connect these fundamental chemistry concepts with something that happens in everyday life. 
Heather: And that was 2019, right? 
Melissa: Yes.
Jam: So, when I'm pretty sure in a yeah I'm pretty.
Heather: Wasn't sure if it was 2020.
Melissa: Yeah, I know. Yeah. We did go back and revisit how soap specifically kills COVID-19 afterwards.
Jam: Yeah, I think we have a photo from that first recording session. And we're just literally in this walk-in closet at the house I lived at the time that we just kind of turned into a recording studio. And honestly, other than the fact that we added video later to the podcast, our setup hasn't upgraded a lot. We just use a space that we have, like, it's just it's just and we use the exact same equipment. We haven't changed anything really, but, it's at least not in the closet, which is nice.
Heather: And, what do you feel like, you know, thinking back from where y'all started to where you are today, what have you learned about podcasting so much? Do you want to go first?

Jam: I don't know,

Melissa: I can I have some thoughts. Go ahead. Yeah. Mark, I'm formulating yours one thing, and we tried to build the culture of this into our podcast from the beginning is like, you can't be perfect all the time. And if I had let being perfect or feeling like I was ready as a scientist or whatever, if I let that sort of take over, I think we never would have done it. And so sort of the idea of don't let perfect be the enemy of good enough so he knows, like get it done. And then the other thing is, when we do make mistakes, it's okay to just own them as soon as possible. Admit that you did something wrong and communicate like, oh, so we found something new in the science. And here we want to update you on this. And so being an expert in chemistry doesn't mean that you have to be right about everything all the time. And so like sort of building that in acknowledgment of like I'm going to make mistakes. But this is the best information. This is the best I can do. The information I have right now, that's probably one. And I do think the other one is, we've stopped editing as much. We've turned it into a more like, casual.

 Jam : Yeah. And I think the what to jump in on that to the mistakes thing and all that kind of stuff is just using what you have, to get started is really good enough for most people, especially in our current day with the technology we have. But we just don't have anything fancy. We really do not. And when we added video, we added video by using an iPhone, like we still use an iPhone just to film the YouTube version of our podcast, and we just use some mics that are not that expensive. All the stuff I already had pretty much. And it just we kept thinking, oh well, upgrade at some point. But it hasn't been that high of priority. The, the topics, the, you know, connecting with our audience and keeping up with them has been what's more fun and much more important. And at some point we will, but it hasn't been it's not a barrier. It's not like if only we had these really good mics or this excellent camera, then people would benefit. It's like, oh, we hear all the time that our audience is enjoying and benefiting from the show, and they're not like, oh, by the way, could your upgrade your mics? Yeah, yeah, we got that once. But most of the time we but.

 Melissa : I will also say there is a time where I had gotten a few like negative feedback emails in a row. It hasn't happened since the very beginning. And I started to wonder if I was doing more harm than good. And I talked to my friend and at the time she was my boss, doctor Molly Atkinson. And she really encouraged me. Like, you think you're doing more harm than good, but you have tens of thousands like to now we have millions of downloads, and all those people have access to as scientists that they might not. And so maybe you get something wrong here or there, or maybe a few people aren't satisfied with what you're doing, but the majority of your impact is positive, and you found the people that are benefiting from that. And so also remembering that about podcasting is like even with our low grade equipment, you know, even if you feel like this isn't the best it could possibly be, you're still making a positive impact. 
Heather: Yeah. And I guess tell me more about the feedback that y'all, in response you've gotten from the podcast.
 Jam: I mean, it's been tons of really good stuff. And like the occasional feedback, some of it's really, really interesting where it's like someone has a different take on something or they have a question that's a really good follow up. It's like, have you thought about this? Have y'all read this study? I heard this somewhere. And those end up creating, you know, additional episodes or things we respond to and tuners, we get a lot of really positive feedback, but the negative stuff, other than people who were just kind of maybe seem like, I don't know, not not very kindhearted about it. It's not very many of them. Most people have a constructive, interesting, you know, how to make the podcast better, something they wish we could talk about, feedback. But we get tons of, like, super positive, super encouraging. I love this podcast. It's my favorite. I told my mom about it, blah blah blah. And that stuff is like, I mean, you can't you can't that it's it's nothing's really better than that feeling of being like someone in some place that may be like, we get some. We had a listener for a while that was super communicative from Australia, and we were her favorite podcast for a while, and it was just crazy to think that somebody in some other place found us and listens every week. Like what?
Heather: Sure. And and so yeah, you do have, people listening from all over the world, is that right?
Melissa:  Yeah. As some, like, very notable as we have very interactive listeners from Brazil, from Spain, from the United States, obviously, like there's been we've heard from people all over. So there's lots of yeah, really exciting things that you're just I any time I've ever also been like, is this worth it? We keep going. You know, I'm, I'm writing a dissertation right now. This is a lot. Then I look back at those messages and I mean, just the number of people that were like this helped me remember why I loved chemistry, which is also what it did for me. You know, it's like, oh, this took me back to the joy that I had in teaching chemistry or like their chemistry or like I learn things from this, and I'm a chemist, too, you know, and I'm like, me too, you know? So, there's just so many, so much kind feedback that's like, okay, we really are impacting people. It feels kind of grassroots, like we just put it out there and it sort of grew on its own. And we don't have money for advertising or anything. So it's kind of crazy. 

Heather: But y'all are like as far as, like the number of downloads and that. Can you tell me about how y'all are doing on the the platform?
Jam: I think we, we looked recently and I think we're at like 1.7 million, right, in that, somewhere right around their downloads total from just the whole time the podcast has existed, which is six years. And then, I don't know all the different apps, but we consistently chart is the number one chemistry podcast on the, like, Apple podcast charts, and we've had that spot for a long time. There's a couple other podcasts in there. We kind of fight over that, but it's it's kind of crazy. It's like it's just an interesting little community of that section of podcasts. There's just not like a ton of chemistry podcasts. And so that's weird that our little. Yeah, organic, you know, not big budget thing happened to get that spot. It doesn't really. 
Melissa: Yeah 
Jam: It's we're used to that at this point. But it's still sometimes we sometimes pause and think, how are we number one on this chart. What the heck.
Melissa: Yeah. But and also in the science podcast chart, we're usually I feel like we're usually just below the 100 spots. We're like 110, 120 pretty consistently. And there's a lot more science podcast overall. So that one I'm like, what? That's amazing.
Jam: Right? Yeah. We'll look at that chart and we'll be like, we're next to these really amazing shows or like a few scrolls down from like science versus or from like just yeah, these shows that are like, wow, that is an they're on another level. But we're we're just a little further down, you know, we're alongside them. 
Melissa:  On the same chart. That's wild. Yeah. 
Heather: And so thinking back on the last almost six years that y'all been doing this, what have been some of your favorite episodes that you've done?
Jam: I mean, I'll say I'll just say one. But we reference all the time talking about, like, Teflon and forever chemicals and stuff because we did so many episodes about that. And one of favorites, though that's related is we talked about cast iron, and there's obviously an alternative to those kind of nonstick pans. And that, was one that's one of our favorites. That also is something that just affected the way we actually live. And a lot of ways we, you know, change different cookware. We had, most was already in on cast iron, but this is one of those that I think about all the time because I'm cooking, you know, all the time. And it's like the chemistry of that and many things we talked about plays into our everyday lives. And I can't get away from thinking about what's going on here, what's happening when I'm putting a layer of oil on my pan and, turning it up and doing another layer of seasoning, it's like I'm I already know, you know, what's happening here, and I can't I can't unknow that, you know? So just it's fun. That's one of my favorites.
 Mellisa: I love that. I think we did a series on mosquitoes that was pretty fun too. And that one is a little bit different because I wasn't necessarily teaching a chemistry concept every time. Sometimes obviously there's underlying chemistry concepts and everything, but when new information comes out, we'll go back and update it. So it's like as sort of an an ongoing series. And one of them came out and I'm like, this is really exciting and cool. I think the listener actually shared an updated article like, oh, here's some new research about mosquitoes. And we did an episode about it. And then the researcher emailed us and was like, I was in your podcast and in my article on there, and you talked about my research and I was like, do we do a good job? When she said, we did a really good job. Like she was excited about it and I was like, this feels like I'm meeting someone famous. You know, it was so cool to actually meet the scientists whose work we talked about. And so that was a fun moment. I was like, wow, that was a cool series that we've done.
Heather: Yeah. That's awesome. And I think, when they caught my I'm not personally a coffee drinker, but I know there's I saw there was an episode about coffee. You. Yeah. There's like it's, Yeah, it's that's. That's one that I think a lot of people would be like, oh.I drink that every day. What's going on there? 
Jam: Right. You can tell when we put in the ad that people are already wondering a lot about because it'll, like, get a much faster, like spike of downloads where it's like, if coffee related or caffeine. We did some really cool ones about like, with the pharmacologist about antidepressants and exercise and different things like that, that, of course, you know, gets a ton of attention and a lot of people are interested in that. And it's cool to do those topics where people suddenly just, like, flock to it and it strikes a chord, or it's something people didn't need to be convinced to be interested in. They were already really interested. So. Yeah.
 Heather: Yeah. Well, what do y'all see as the future for the podcast? What do you hope to see, down the road? 
Melissa: Well, it would be nice if it moved out of hobby into more professional range. Right now we just donate our free time, basically. And it's sort of self-sustaining. So that's something that we've talked about. It would also be really nice if we could maybe like, have a little bit more, just time to work on it. And so that's part of what I really love about being a professor here. You and to your, I mean, a teaching professor or a lecturer here at UNT  is I get the summers off. And so I have time to devote to making more social media, to planning out our episodes a little bit more, to thinking about like, oh, what are people really interested in? And how can we tailor to that? So for me, that's something I'm looking forward to, is in the summer having more time. And that is a big draw. The position that I took now is that I have the space to explore the podcast a little bit more.
 Jam: Yeah, yeah, I don't think I have much more to add to that. We've long hoped it could become something that isn't just getting the margins of our time, but really, we can afford to give it more. But right now, I mean, we've we get it. We're in a good groove. We can keep going like this. It just would be. It'd be nice to give it more attention. It's like a plant we want to grow. We can only water it so much. We can only give it so much attention. But we'd love to see it really flourish. But it's it's fun how it is as well. So. 
Melissa: Yeah, it is fun. I think that's probably the biggest longer term goal that we've ever had for it is like, okay, if this ever negatively impacts our friendship, if it negatively impacts our lives, if it stops being fun and good, then we just quit, you know? And so the longest term goal is, are we still having fun? Are we still teaching people chemistry? Then I think we'll keep going. But if something doesn't fit, then we'll try to adjust. And yeah, so but we've made it through Jim having kids, me having a dissertation or just similar time commitment in the beginning, you know, that lots of things and it's been able to keep keep going.
 Jam: So yeah, Melissa  just finished two degrees and I've had three kids and well I've moved. You've moved like twice. You got married in the six year span. We've been the podcast. We've had numerous reasons to be like, let's stop, let's not or let's just crazy, but we keep going and it keep working. We keep adjusting. We are always tinkering with it. We record late at night or we did recording or the day. We just messed with it and made it work. The rest better.
Heather: Yeah. Well, great. Thank you for sharing more about it. Any last thoughts? You want to, impart on listeners?
Jam: I guess it's like that going green might be like. I thought.
Melissa: I was going to say thank you for having us. And thanks for listening.
Jam: Yes, thanks for having us.
Meliss: And a big thing we say at the end of our episodes is, 
 Melissa/Jim : Yay chemistry! 
 Alicia: Oh em  gee, I'm loving Melissa and James vibe. Definitely going to start listening to their back catalog to start learning some chemistry. Fun facts.
 Scott: Me too. That'll be a fun addition to my weekly podcast lineup. Big thanks to Heather for bringing us that interview. Check the show notes to learn more about the show, or search for chemistry for Your life on Whatever podcast player you're using to listen to this right now. But first, for our next interview, we're diving into the true crime podcast subgenre.

 Alica: Love a true crime deep dive? Consider this your trigger warning, folks.
 Scott: UNT alumna Kari Hargrave has a successful career working in the insurance industry. But she recently took on a side gig to help a friend produce a podcast. They explore the story of a murder that took place in their small hometown of Princeton, Texas, in 1988 with the show True Texas Crime The Significant Life of Angela Stephens. Just tell me about the podcast itself, what's it called and what's it about? And is it already out? How can people listen to it?
Kari: Yeah. So the podcast is, called, True Texas Crime The Significant Life of Angela Stephens. And we released the podcast in July, and it's all nine episodes have been out. I want to say we finish that up probably August. So, everything's out there. You can listen to any, you can subscribe to any of the ways that you prefer to listen to your podcast. They're out there on on every platform. Yeah. So, they're out there right now and it's a, it's a podcast about, a murder that took place when I was younger and we just kind of investigated, like what happened, how, the town I'm from is pretty small. So happened in a small town. And that's kind of what the the podcast is, is pretty much about the the murder of a young lady in that town.
Scott: interesting. And what is your role in the podcast and how did you get involved with this?
 Kari: So I'm the executive producer of this podcast, and I, the host of the podcast, is one of my really close friends. Her name is Julie Dove. She actually graduated with my older sister and was my , it's crazy. She graduated and was actually my theater teacher. I was very into theater and she and I just maintained a close relationship for many years. She's actually in LA now. She's an actress. She just finished her role on Days of Our Lives, which is a soap opera, and we always kept in touch, and we had been talking about really wanting to start a podcast, and she had mentioned this murder that took place in our small town where we both were raised, and how it impacted her. And I was felt very similar to that. Like, yes, this is something the young lady in the in the podcast who was murdered was one of my sister's closest friends. So, it was something that I was very I can just remember it happened when I was 13 and it stuck with me, stuck with me all these years. So she and I got together and I was like, you know what? She was like, now's no better time than to to do this podcast. And so that's how the podcast came about. And I, as the executive producer, you know, I looked at the scripts, I looked at, I did a lot of the investigation on the trials because they happened so long ago. They weren't really available on computer. We had to kind of dig for this. It was, murder. Murder that happened in 1987. So anyhow, that's kind of how I became involved, and that's what I did. She would write the part, she would write the script, do the interviews, we would kind of pick out who we interviewed. And then I basically financed it and was the, you know, signed off on each episode. So that was my role in it.
Scott: Nice. And what, so this one is out in, completely out. Now, do y'all have any plans for any follow ups or any other topics you want to cover or? 
Kari: I mean, we just kind of like points. Yeah. No, we definitely want to have a season two. This to kind of give you a brief synopsis of the podcast for anyone who might want to listen. There was a young lady in our town. She was 16 years old. You know, she dated, not really dated, but I guess, had a little relationship with a, with a with a young man who was quite a bit older than her. Was three years older than her. Anyhow, she went missing, and the whole town kind of didn't know where she was for 2 to 3 weeks. And then come to find out, there was three high school boys who actually murdered her. And so it was kind of a reaction on the town was like, oh, these poor boys. Right? They were kind of like, they kind of ruin their life. But it was never about the victim. So our podcast, this podcast and those moving forward or kind of give giving a voice to victims who maybe didn't ever have one. So this is kind of the the genre of the the podcast we will do will be kind of investigating, going back through and giving voices to victims who maybe didn't have one. So the second we're really hoping to do a second season, unfortunately, there's there's so many stories of victims who didn't have a voice back then. And so that's kind of what our passion is, and that's what we're doing. So, we will hopefully have a season two coming out. Season one's been pretty successful. So that's kind of what the the idea of what we're doing is.
Scott: Very nice. And then and so you're, you work in insurance, right. Tell me about that. And yeah. This is just kind of something you do on the side.
 Kari: Correct. So I graduated from the University of North Texas going green. I'm super proud of where I went. My daughter goes there now she's a senior. There. And so, definitely huge fan. And I graduated from North Texas in 1999. And literally two days later I started working for State Farm, and, I became an insurance, agent. So, yeah, that's what I do now. I've had my business for 18 years. I love what I do. It's an amazing it's an amazing job to have. I'm very much involved with my community. That's something I love to do too, as well. So, being an entrepreneur was something I always wanted to do. And I'm very thankful for my time at a University of North Texas, where I got my degree because I was able to meet a lot of entrepreneur entrepreneurs as well as learn so much from them.  And having a lot of female, professors really helped me, you know, kind of pave the way for what I wanted to do. And that was something that back then, because I graduated many years ago, it feels like. But yeah, there was, not a lot of entrepreneurs help with females. And so I feel like I got that at the University of North Texas, and it kind of paved my way to be where I am now. And, love what I do. And I'm thankful for the time I had there.
Scott: Yeah. That's great. So insurance and podcasting, obviously, maybe not like the most obvious connection, but I know it's a small small business owner and then starting a podcast, both require kind of that entrepreneurial spirit. Any advice for anyone who's, you know, has has a day job but is interested in dabbling in the world of podcasting?
 Kari: Oh, yeah, I think that podcasting is so amazing, especially if you were like me. I was a theater kid. I was very much involved with debate. Like, I love things like this nature. And so podcasting, you know, pretty much anyone can do it. It's kind of a crazy time in the world. You can you don't have to have a whole lot of special equipment to do it. You just have to have some pretty good content, and I think that that's something that anyone can can start and go with it. We, you know, it's a lot of work. So, it's it's crazy to think and I'm sure that you know yourself like the, the time that you put into it. There's a lot of editing. There's a lot of other there's a lot of voice work that goes on, with it. But it's, it's a really good way to get content out there that maybe you wouldn't have the ability to do, because not everybody's going to have a studio where they can film stuff in. And it's also, you know, you can do it, my friend, my partners in LA. So, I live, you know, East Texas, she's in LA. We can still communicate and do what we were able to do the podcast from miles away from each other. So that's another thing I just say, what you do is you just have to have a lot of drive, and you have to have some good content, and you can just put it together and you have to have the ability to put yourself out there. And that's really all it takes.
 Scott: Yeah. That's great. We'll we'll be sure to link to the show and point people to that so they can check it out. And Kerry, thank you again for joining us. I really appreciate your time.
Kari: Oh, absolutely. And thanks so much. And I would love anyone who would want to subscribe to the podcast and feedback is always welcome. So thank you so much for having me on here and for what you do.
Scott: Absolutely give us a shout when season two rolls out.
Kari: You got it.
Scott: All right. Thanks, Kari.
 Alicia : Okay. I'm definitely binging that this weekend. And we'll report back Monday.
Scott: We can't wait to hear about it. If you want to listen to true Texas crime, check the show notes for a link or search for on your preferred podcast apparatus.
 Alicia: Podcast-aratus!
 Scott: What?
 Alica : What? Speaking of what? Well, it's our Q&A today, Scotty.
Scott: Well, in honor of the podcast today and one, we've got a two parter. What's your favorite podcast and what's your favorite birthday cake flavor?
Alicia : Oh, right now my favorite podcast is called A Hotdog Is a Sandwich. If you've ever heard of Good Mythical Morning, it's a show that they produce with two chefs where they discuss, debate, and dissect the web's most hilariously controversial culinary quandaries. As an avid foodie, this is right up my alley. Plus, it's a great learning tool, and my favorite birthday cake flavor may sound odd to some of the common folk, but I love a moist carrot cake with raisins and pineapple and a good cream cheese frosting.
Scott: you need.
 Alicia : I love me some texture in my cake. I also wouldn't be disappointed with a simple choice. Leches sheet cake with fruit on top. What about you? Scootle?
 Scott: Well, I've got a couple dozen podcasts in my weekly rotation, but if I have to pick this one, I'd have to go with a parenting podcast I listen to called Dear Old Dads Really Funny, and they dig into some really thought-provoking conversations about fatherhood. It can get pretty NSFW at times, though, so listen at your own risk. And to be honest, I'm not the biggest cake fan I can get down with an ice cream cake or good chewy brownie. Though our student reporter, Bradford Osborn took this random question combination to students to get their takes.
Bradford: What's your favorite podcast? 
Student 1: I like dark history by Fairly Serious.
Bradford:  Me too, I love that one
Student 1: I love it.  And I also, I don't know if it's a podcast, but I watch it on YouTube. Ron Mango, we've got, true crime. 
Bradford: Okay. And what's your favorite flavor of cake?
Student 1: Ooh, I just tried a snickerdoodle cake, it was really good, So that's probably my favorite flavor.  That or Red Velvet.  
Bradford: Ok Thank you
Student 1:  Thank you. 
 Bradford: You don't listen to podcasts? No. That's okay, that's okay. 
And our next question is what's your favorite cake flavor?
Student 2:  Ooh. Double chocolate. 
Bradford: Okay. Thank you. 
Student 3: My favorite podcast is emergency intercom. 
Bradford: What's it about? 
Student 3:  It's, a comedy podcast by Drew Phillips and Mansoor, and they talk about their lives and what it's like living in L.A.
Bradford: And what's your favorite cake flavor? 
Student 3: Vanilla with chocolate frosting.
Student 4: My favorite podcast is Conan Needs a Friend. And my favorite cake flavor. It's got to be chocolate.
Student 5: My favorite podcast is The Broski Report. And my favorite cake flavor is strawberry.  
Alicia: Well, now that you've heard all of our podcast slash cake combos, we want to hear from you. Tell us about your favorite podcast and or cake flavors by emailing us at podcast @unt.podcast.edu, or calling us at (940) 565-4341.
 Scott: And as always, don't forget to tell a friend about the show shared on social media or leave us a rating and review wherever you listen. Until next time, we hope you have a Happy Friday North Texas!
Alica: And go mean green. Plus happy birthday!
[TRANSITON MUSIC ]
[BLOOPERS]
Scott : Happy Friday! North Texas is production of the University of North Texas. Today's show was produced and edited by Scott Brown with original reporting by Scott Brown, Heather Knoll, and Bradford Osborn. For more information, visit unt.edu/podcast.
 Alica: They have two podcasts that should be considered essential listening for Mean Green fans.
Scott: We take, the second sentence. You said essentially that listening. All the rest of it is good. Is is that sentence?
Alicia : Yeah. They have two podcasts that should be considered.
Scott: For sure. Especially with the postseason runs, the men's and women's basketball teams have been on the season. That my cadence is weird. Our very own Heather Knowles sat down with Doctor Melissa Clinic and Jim Robinson to learn more about the show. I messed up that name.
Alica: I also wouldn't be disappointed with - Do I need to rerecord that? 
 Scott: I think we did it.
Alicia: Mazel tov. That is officially. Crazy. That is. Where is. Or is it? Oh my God. We’re such a good team ! Slay.
 Scott: Yes. Slay indeed.
