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[INTRO MUSIC]
00;00;00;00 - 00;00;36;04
Speaker 1
Happy Friday, North Texas I'm Scott and today is Friday, September 4th. We've got a great interview on tap to get us ready for the volleyball home opener at the Super Pit this weekend. But first, we've got a story to share. Congratulations are in order for the three unit students and four faculty members selected for Fulbright Awards through 2026 and spring of 2027, the Fulbright Program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and is the U.S. government's flagship international educational exchange program.

00;00;36;07 - 00;01;01;20
Speaker 1
The awardees will represent unity abroad through research, teaching, and academic collaborations. On the faculty side of things, Professor of English and Seth will teach American literature and culture in Slovenia. Wesley Edwards, an associate professor in the Department of Teacher Education and Administration, will be based in the University of Granada in southern Spain, where he will work with faculty to examine how school principals support early career and temporary contract teachers amid ongoing teacher shortages.

00;01;01;20 - 00;01;31;23
Speaker 1
Hi Ginger, I'm a fashion design professor and coordinator of Unity's undergraduate program for fashion design. We'll travel to South Korea to study how sustainability imperatives emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and global economic shifts are reshaping fashion design education. Distinguished teaching professor of Political Science Kimmy King traveled to Colombia this past spring, where she worked with a group examining human security and democratic governance challenges facing the Cordoba region following the 2016 peace agreement that ended six decades of internal conflict in that country.

00;01;32;00 - 00;01;53;20
Speaker 1
Meanwhile, all three of Unity's student awardees will serve as English teaching assistants in their respective countries. Kaitlin Bennett, who earned a degree in anthropology, will travel to South Korea to learn more about the country's culture and education system. Chi Menten earned a degree in history with a minor in German, and will be traveling to Germany to foster personal growth for her students and herself through a greater understanding of culture and language.

00;01;53;23 - 00;02;14;07
Speaker 1
Ameristar, who earned a degree in anthropology with a minor in chemistry, will travel to Thailand and hopes to build her students confidence in English while participating in the local community and cultural exchange over the years, 100 faculty members and 86 students from unity have earned Fulbright awards. Check the link in the show notes to learn more. And congratulations again to UNT most recent batch of winners.

00;02;14;10 - 00;02;21;11
Speaker 1
And now for some athletic news. Let's welcome back, Zach Babb, to the podcast for the Mean Green Minute.

00;02;21;14 - 00;02;51;05
Speaker 2
North Texas volleyball lost their first match of the season, falling to number 20 ranked Baylor three to nothing after starting the season three. And oh, it's the first loss of the campaign for the Maine Green. They had started three and zero in back to back seasons for the first time in program history, and despite goals from Claire Niedermayer and Ridley Reaves, North Texas couldn't overcome some offensive output from the Oklahoma Sooners, who came away with A62 win over the Mean Green soccer team.

00;02;51;07 - 00;03;13;24
Speaker 2
The loss drops the Maine Green to two, three and one on the season, and football kicks off their season on Saturday against Indiana. The number six ranked Hoosiers are the defending National champions, or Texas heads up to Bloomington to play that game. If you can't make the trip yourself, you can listen to the game on 1190 Am in DFW or on the free Varsity Network app.

00;03;13;24 - 00;03;25;07
Speaker 2
Dave Cornett and Hank Dickinson have all the action. Their game is also the big Noon kickoff on Fox. The game gets underway at 11 a.m. on Saturday.

00;03;25;10 - 00;03;40;22
Speaker 1
Thanks for that update, Zach. If you're craving more until the next news, be sure to check out Zach's other podcast this week in Mean Green Sports. Now, of course, we're all excited for football season to kick off this weekend, and if you haven't heard it yet, be sure to listen back to last week's episode with head football coach Neil Brown.

00;03;40;25 - 00;04;01;11
Speaker 1
But we also have a big home game to get excited about this weekend, as the volleyball team will be hosting Florida Sunday afternoon. While the team usually plays their home games at the Unty Volleyball Center over on Bonny Brae. They're going big for the home opener and will be facing the Gators in the Super Pit. This will be the team's first game of the Super Pits since hosting a tournament there in 2024, and before that, the last time they played there was 1979.

00;04;01;12 - 00;04;15;21
Speaker 1
So this will be a rare opportunity to see volleyball at the Coliseum. I recently had the pleasure of interviewing team captain Laurie Donna Funghi for our North Texan alumni magazine, and I wanted to share it with you all to celebrate this weekend's big home opener.

00;04;15;23 - 00;04;20;20
Speaker 3
You were born in in Cameroon and then moved to Houston on your fifth birthday. Is that right?

00;04;20;22 - 00;04;22;02
Speaker 4
Yes.

00;04;22;05 - 00;04;32;17
Speaker 3
Do you have. I mean, I don't have a ton of memories. When I was five years old, but do you have any, like, core memories from. I mean, that's obviously a pretty big life event. Does anything like that stand out for you?

00;04;32;19 - 00;04;51;27
Speaker 4
Yeah, absolutely. I remember that. I just remember the plane ride was really long. It was my birthday, so I got a cupcake from the flight attendants, and they say happy birthday to me. I remember landing and it being super hot. Besides that, not much. Just just taking it all in, honestly.

00;04;51;29 - 00;05;02;16
Speaker 3
Yeah. Did you have. I don't know if you can go back to kind of your mindset at the time, but did you have, like, an idea of how big of a move that was or what a big deal that was?

00;05;02;19 - 00;05;18;07
Speaker 4
Not not even in the slightest. I think, I was very excited, kid. So I was just happy to go wherever my dad was taking me. Yeah, well, I literally held his hand everywhere, or he was carrying me, and I just skipped around the airport. I do remember that.

00;05;18;09 - 00;05;26;01
Speaker 3
Nice. What was, What was the motivating factor for your parents to. To want to move this move up to new.

00;05;26;04 - 00;05;30;17
Speaker 4
It was work. My dad's not oil for business, so traveling with oil is.

00;05;30;19 - 00;05;36;20
Speaker 3
Part of the job. Yeah. You come from a family of athletes. Can you tell me about kind of the athletic background of your family?

00;05;36;23 - 00;05;58;11
Speaker 4
Yeah, absolutely. So both my parents are from their own separate villages in Africa. And, my dad was a young sibling of, like, seven. So they grew up playing sports for fun all the time. My dad like to play volleyball, and he liked to run. My mom was a runner and definitely a soccer player. She loves soccer and track.

00;05;58;14 - 00;06;01;27
Speaker 3
Did your dad kind of get you into volleyball?

00;06;01;29 - 00;06;25;01
Speaker 4
Not in the slightest. Okay. So I started playing sports because, my younger brothers were really into it. We all started, like, in soccer. Very big soccer family loved it. That was my favorite sport. My brother's favorite sport. And, my brother was ten at the time that we moved. And my other brother was, I want to say 6 or 7.

00;06;25;03 - 00;06;46;27
Speaker 4
And my eldest brother started football. So then my other brother branched out to basketball, and then I branched out to basketball as well. I just followed exactly what my second oldest brother did, and my soccer team was just random, like, we're going to start playing volleyball. I went to a small town to where the coaches were like someone's family members or their dad's, and one of the daughters was like, I'll play volleyball.

00;06;46;27 - 00;06;52;10
Speaker 4
So they're like, you're tall as well, joined and got into it. And about I wanna say good, great.

00;06;52;12 - 00;07;00;24
Speaker 3
Okay. And then since y'all moved to Houston from Cameroon, did you live in Houston for a while? I know Midland is listed as your hometown when your bio based.

00;07;00;26 - 00;07;24;20
Speaker 4
We lived in Houston for just the first year, and then we moved to Longview, Texas two days after my birthday. And then we were there for two years where I pretty much just played soccer and basketball and then moved to Midland. I want to say 2012. That sounds right to 1112. And that's where I just I started to volleyball and started learning all these fun little things.

00;07;24;20 - 00;07;32;18
Speaker 4
We found a community there just because Midland was, I want to say, probably a little a little more homey, a little less people. And we just been there ever since. Since they're great.

00;07;32;20 - 00;07;49;22
Speaker 3
Nice. And then started your volleyball, your collegiate volleyball career at Saint Martin's in Washington. Transferred after your freshman year? It says you want to do a higher level of competition. Was wanting to get back to Texas also any kind of motivating factor for you there? Because your family.

00;07;49;24 - 00;08;01;14
Speaker 4
Not exactly. I would say I've always wanted to go very far. Come back to Texas. I was like, not really a big deal, but it's definitely plus being so close to family. My brother's, like, very close. So that's that's a joy.

00;08;01;16 - 00;08;20;04
Speaker 3
Nice. And then, congratulations. You graduated in May on seeing. Yes. Information technology. What what made you and so you're involved in a lot of society. Women engineers, computer science club, national study, black engineers, women in computing. How do you balance all that with, with the busy schedule, a student athlete?

00;08;20;08 - 00;08;37;15
Speaker 4
For me, it's easy, because school has been my first nature. I since as long as I can remember, I love school. I was a big tech nerd. I was in robotics clubs in seventh grade. So for me, those are just my passions. Those are something I think I need to have on a day to day, no matter what else I'm doing.

00;08;37;18 - 00;08;53;15
Speaker 4
So I make the time, I think in college, especially, like, while playing volleyball, it gets hard to want to be doing volleyball every day. Like I need an outlet. So it was easy to make those spaces and engineering friends. I make just my outlets because I just find something else to do, you know?

00;08;53;18 - 00;09;00;13
Speaker 3
Yeah. And then you're working on a certification that's coming up semester. What certification is that?

00;09;00;16 - 00;09;07;15
Speaker 4
I'm going to do that in data science. Just decided to go down the data track of things and get a little bit away from programing and coding.

00;09;07;18 - 00;09;14;09
Speaker 3
Okay. So BA in information technology, getting a certificate in data science. What do you hope to do with that? After you graduate?

00;09;14;16 - 00;09;29;28
Speaker 4
I want to be in the tech world. I had a job in cybersecurity for three years. So I understand that if my background takes me to a cybersecurity job, that's fine. But, I think I want to go into data science for sure. It sounds cool to be a data science, you know, or any data analyst would be good.

00;09;30;00 - 00;09;36;27
Speaker 3
Not what does what does that mean? What does it mean to be a data scientist? What what what is the kind of day to day work look like?

00;09;37;04 - 00;09;58;06
Speaker 4
It pretty much means depending on like what type of business you are in. Kind of taking the data from that company and using it to make, inferences using it. So just kind of I want to say like drive business decisions. And also there's a lot of pathfinding in terms of like day to day automations and things.

00;09;58;06 - 00;10;03;24
Speaker 4
There's a lot of data science in that. And using that to kind of better how a company flows.

00;10;03;26 - 00;10;21;21
Speaker 3
Yeah. And then I wanted to ask about so you transferred after your freshman year. And then I saw on your bio page it says, didn't get any playing time as a sophomore. And I was going to ask, you know, what that was like for you, but it sounds like, you know, you with, with academics kind of being your primary focus.

00;10;21;21 - 00;10;27;02
Speaker 3
Maybe, maybe that worked out a little bit that you could really kind of dig into that your first year here. What was that like?

00;10;27;04 - 00;10;46;05
Speaker 4
Oh well, I go and I think about it. But it was, it wasn't as hard as I thought it was going to be. I think growing up, I was lucky enough to always be an athlete that I was playing. But I think my favorite part about sports is always and forever will be like the teammate aspect of things.

00;10;46;08 - 00;11;04;21
Speaker 4
So I honestly super enjoyed like taking a little there's a there was a lot, a lot, a lot of stress loss from not having to play all the time. And it was easy for me to be a tutor. That's like my second dream in another life. So, just being on the sideline was was no problem for me.

00;11;04;21 - 00;11;18;04
Speaker 4
I thought it was a great experience, and I loved getting to watch the game and get more in-depth into it. Especially at this level. Like, I, I don't think I ever realized what volleyball was like. So I'm very grateful for that time because I learned a lot.

00;11;18;06 - 00;11;31;03
Speaker 3
Yeah. And now coming into your fifth year, how excited are you for this? This, I'm assuming the final season. What kind of emotions is that stirred for you to be coming upon your final season of college athletics?

00;11;31;06 - 00;11;54;28
Speaker 4
I am so excited. I, I plan for the future all the time, so I've been excited for the last one for a while. I, I I'm a little nervous because I'm definitely taking a different role than what I'm used to with sports. I usually like to just show up, be loud. But I have a little more of a role in planning things behind the scenes, and I'm representing my teammates as captain.

00;11;55;00 - 00;12;14;09
Speaker 4
And just, like, really making sure that everyone's having a good experience, I feel like just the captain hat has kind of made me feel like I need to take a little bit more accountability and a little more care, and ensuring that a lot of things go well for everyone. This year it's definitely different, but, it's fun.

00;12;14;11 - 00;12;26;09
Speaker 3
Yeah. So getting to serve as captain, I'm curious. I know it can kind of work differently in different sports and maybe even from team to team. Is that something? Does the coach pick the captain or is that selected by the team? How does that work?

00;12;26;11 - 00;12;52;29
Speaker 4
It was selected by the team. By the coach? Actually, I feel like I was just the only senior here that's been here a while. But we've had lots of conversations, and Dave and I are very close, and he expressed that, thinks I do a good job. And most of my teammates, I think, seem to agree, even though I think half the time I don't, I worry a lot and how efficiently I'm doing the captain role, but, everyone seems to have a lot of faith in me and my abilities.

00;12;53;01 - 00;12;59;23
Speaker 3
Yeah. What was that like to have that conversation with your coach and, hear that you kind of had that trust in you?

00;12;59;25 - 00;13;20;14
Speaker 4
For me, it was terrifying. Because it just. It's just not something I feel myself naturally. It was. It was really good to get that reassurance from him. I think I still had to ask him, like, 30 more times to make sure he was sure. But it I remember like hearing the words first out his mouth, like I had to take a deep breath and be like, oh my gosh.

00;13;20;14 - 00;13;35;10
Speaker 4
Like I started thinking ahead into the future, like immediately about all the responsibility I'd have to take. It was an instant like the fact that I was thinking about the future already took me, told me that I already accepted it, and I was just preparing to make sure I do the job well.

00;13;35;13 - 00;13;47;14
Speaker 3
Yeah. That's great. Well, what's it with? There's an old saying I'm probably going to butcher, but some of the best leaders are the ones who don't want to be leaders. But but just kind of naturally step into it. So it sounds like I.

00;13;47;16 - 00;13;53;13
Speaker 4
Definitely didn't know what the role I like. I told them like, no, are you sure this went off? But.

00;13;53;15 - 00;13;56;13
Speaker 3
We'd like to have everybody kind of sign off the same way. Can we get it going? Great.

00;13;56;20 - 00;14;00;19
Speaker 4
Yeah. Going great.

00;14;00;21 - 00;14;17;03
Speaker 1
Big thanks again to Lori Donner for sharing her story with us. Be sure to check out The Fall North Texan when it hits mailboxes here in the next few weeks to read her story. You can also check the link in the show notes for more UNT volleyball news, or to purchase tickets to home games, including Sunday's home opener against the Florida Gators in the super PAC.

00;14;17;06 - 00;14;34;15
Speaker 1
Remember, we want to hear from you. Tell us what you think about this show by email and podcast at UNC Edu, or calling us at (940) 565-4341. And if you like what you heard today, you can help us grow by telling a friend about the show, sharing it on social media, or leaving us a five star rating and review wherever you listen.

00;14;34;18 - 00;14;36;19
Speaker 1
Until next week, we hope you have a Happy Friday, North.

00;14;36;19 - 00;14;37;09
Speaker 3
Texas.

00;14;37;12 - 00;14;50;29
Speaker 1
And go green!

00;14;51;01 - 00;14;59;13
Speaker 1
Happy Friday! North Texas is a production of the University of North Texas today show is produced and edited by Scott Brown, with original reporting by Scott Brown. For more information you need to use our podcast.
