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[INTRO MUSIC]
00;00;00;00 - 00;00;39;25
Speaker 1
Happy Friday, North Texas. I'm Scott and today is Friday, September 11th. We've got a really great conversation on tap reflecting on the historic significance of this day. But first, we've got a story to share. This week, UNT announced the naming of the Anuradha and Vikas Senior College of Artificial Intelligence and Advanced Data Analytics. A $20 million gift from the Suhas will accelerate UTS work in artificial intelligence and advanced analytics, creating new opportunities for students and faculty in fields rapidly reshaping industries, professions and society.

00;00;40;01 - 00;01;13;02
Speaker 1
The college will bring together programs and expertise spanning artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, data science, advanced data analytics, health informatics, information science, library science and learning technologies. It also will serve as a university wide hub for AI and analytics, research and education, connecting faculty and students across disciplines with shared infrastructure, collaborative research opportunities, and industry partnerships. UT will mark this milestone with the University celebration later this year, bringing together the senior family, students, faculty, university leaders and the wider community.

00;01;13;04 - 00;01;22;07
Speaker 1
Check the link in the show notes for more information. And now for some athletics news. Let's check in with Zach Babb for the Mean Green Minute.

00;01;22;10 - 00;01;45;25
Speaker 1
A pair of goals from Claire Niedermayer help bludgeon the Mean Green back into the win column, as they took down Nelson ten nil on Thursday night. The pre-game festivities included a field naming after legendary head coach John Headland, who's in his 32nd and final season as the only head coach in green women's soccer has ever had. The win improves the Maine green to three, three and one on the year.

00;01;45;25 - 00;02;11;20
Speaker 1
They head up to Chicago to face DePaul on Sunday, and volleyball fell three one in the first match of the Texas Challenge, falling to UT Arlington on Thursday. They have two more games in the Texas Challenge. Friday's game is against Stephen F Austin at 6 p.m., and then they'll face Texas State at 11 a.m. on Saturday. Thanks for that update, Zach.

00;02;11;20 - 00;02;31;08
Speaker 1
Can't wait for the football home opener tomorrow against Unlv. If you need more UNT athletics news, be sure to check out Zach's other podcast this week in Green Sports. Now there's no fun, clever way to transition to our main topic today, so let's just get right into it. Today marks the 25th anniversary of the attacks of September 11th, 2001.

00;02;31;10 - 00;02;51;14
Speaker 1
It's hard to believe it's been a quarter of a century because for those of us of a certain age, it's one of those days where you remember exactly where you were and what you were doing. I was a freshman in high school at the time, and I can so clearly remember the drive to school that morning in our Geo Tracker and hearing about the first tower on the radio, still unsure whether this was an attack or an accident.

00;02;51;16 - 00;03;09;20
Speaker 1
And in my first period German class, all that was erased as we watched the news reporting on TV and saw the second tower get hit in real time. It was a day that changed America and the world forever, and with this episode coming out on the 25th anniversary, I sat down with University Distinguished Research Professor Geoffrey Woro from you and his history department.

00;03;09;22 - 00;03;28;17
Speaker 1
Warren has two master's degrees and a PhD in history, all from Yale. And he's the author of the book Quicksand America's Pursuit of Power in the Middle East. He was also the founding director of Unity's Military History Center. We sat down to look back on the events of that day with a historical lens.

00;03;28;20 - 00;03;36;29
Speaker 2
All right, Jeff, thank you for joining us for the podcast today. Before we get going, I would like to have you just kind of introduce yourself to our listeners.

00;03;37;01 - 00;04;01;28
Speaker 3
Hi, Scott. Thank you for having me on. I'm, I'm Jeffrey Warren. I am, University distinguished research professor in the history department. I am speaking to you today for, you know, because I remember 911 vividly, but also because I wrote a book called Quicksand America's Pursuit of Power in the Middle East, published in 2010, which delve deeply into 911 and its aftermath.

00;04;02;01 - 00;04;11;11
Speaker 2
Before we get into our questions, and the conversation there, I kind of want to ask, what kind of motivated you to write that book? What was the kind of the spark of that for you?

00;04;11;14 - 00;04;54;29
Speaker 3
Well, at the time, I was, professor of strategic studies at the United States Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island, and I had just published, my third book on which was titled the The Franco-Prussian War The German Conquest of France in 1870 71. And, so sort of European military history was kind of my first love, but I was very much aware the I was in it was in the think tank portion of the Naval War College, the center for Naval Warfare Studies, and we were sort of encouraged to work on things that were very relevant to the policy and strategy debates of the day, most prominently the so-called global war on terrorism.

00;04;55;01 - 00;05;19;12
Speaker 3
So a lot of people were doing sort of, articles and pieces on, discrete parts of that. But I wanted to do a, a big book to kind of talked about how the United States got into the Middle East and became so hated in the Middle East, starting from about, you know, World War One up until the present day, which at the time was the, at the time when I started writing the book, was the George W Bush administration.

00;05;19;12 - 00;05;23;07
Speaker 3
And when I finished writing the book, it was the Obama administration.

00;05;23;09 - 00;05;50;18
Speaker 2
All right. And then I wanted to have this conversation because this episode is coming out on the 25th anniversary of 911. You know, it's one of those things that's kind of a cultural touchstone for like my generation and older generations. It's one of those, like, you remember where you were when it happened, kind of crystallize memories. But, you know, I'm getting to these now where I work with people who were like one when it happened or, in some cases hadn't even been born yet when it happened.

00;05;50;18 - 00;06;00;14
Speaker 2
So it's always just been a history lesson to them. So I just wanted to talk about that a little bit. So let's start with just kind of a broad overview of why and how the attacks of 911 happened.

00;06;00;16 - 00;06;29;09
Speaker 3
Well, I mean, it's a it's a long story, but essentially, you know, the 911 was engineered by a guy named Osama bin laden. He was a Saudi. He was, he was the scion of the bin laden family, which was those sort of billionaire for Saudi construction fortune. And he was one of the sons, and he was expected to have a life of luxury, lots of involvement and, and, and corruption and, and kickbacks and that sort of thing.

00;06;29;11 - 00;06;53;29
Speaker 3
But he became very much an advocate of Salafist teaching of Islam, you know, sort of back to basics Wahhabi Islam. And he was revolted by the fact that U.S. troops, were stationed inside the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He said there should be no infidel here. And so his resistance to the United States predates nine over 11 by a couple of decades.

00;06;53;29 - 00;07;14;06
Speaker 3
He'd been in vain against American presence in in the Saudi Kingdom since the 1980s. And so then he became much more active, during the first, Gulf War when when U.S. forces, you know, launched Operation Desert Shield and then Desert Storm, he went to King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and said, look, you don't need Americans to defend the kingdom.

00;07;14;09 - 00;07;38;19
Speaker 3
Let me raise an army of mujahideen, of guerrilla fighters to fight the, Iraqis if they dare to invade the Saudi kingdom. And King Fahd brushed them off. So that sort of launched, bin laden on this sort of long journey through places like Sudan. And then ultimately Afghanistan, where he forms this mujahedeen army, this mujahideen network, and he rakes in disaffected Muslims from all over the Arab world.

00;07;38;19 - 00;08;20;21
Speaker 3
But but beyond the Arab world, from China, from Chechnya, from Turkmenistan, from Uzbekistan, all the Arab countries, North Africa, and they all come, they, they all come to his camps, first in Sudan and then in Afghanistan to train and, to train for this future jihad. And then he because he's rich, he has all this money first from the bin laden fortune, the part that fell to him, but then also because he invest heavily in all sorts of commercial enterprises, in Sudan, all that money is ultimately confiscated, but he creams off a lot of it and, sets up these, these, these forces, and they're supplied in Afghanistan by Pakistan,

00;08;20;23 - 00;08;48;26
Speaker 3
the ISI, the the Pakistani intelligence service, which sees bin laden as a way to, keep, to keep Afghanistan as a Pakistani controlled emirate that would not fall into Indian hands. So there was a lot of, back and forth between the Pakistanis and, and bin laden as there was between the Saudis and bin laden, because, the Saudis also wanted to propagate a very severe, austere Wahhabi style Islam in Afghanistan.

00;08;48;27 - 00;09;18;05
Speaker 3
So the United States was kind of proceeded naively in this business, and that they didn't really realize how much support bin laden had from big state sponsors like Pakistan and even Saudi Arabia. While they were sort of worrying about what he might do eventually. Then there was all sorts of intelligence leaks. You know, in 1998, he blows up the, he tries to blow up the U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya.

00;09;18;07 - 00;09;46;22
Speaker 3
He he intervenes on the side against the Americans in Somalia, leading to that great fiasco, a Black Hawk Down. And, and so the Americans, he's on America's radar screen. But, basically, he's he kind of crops up at the end of Clinton's second term in the beginning of George W Bush his first term. And Clinton's just, just doesn't want to deal with it because he just sees this as two diffuse to opaque to shadowy a threat.

00;09;46;24 - 00;10;01;05
Speaker 3
And so he's kind of trying to sort of distance himself from it as his administration winds down. But he does tell George W Bush, when they meet, when Bush comes in to take over, he says, you know, the thing you're going to spend most of your time on is this Al Qaida business. You know, Al Qaida is the biggest threat.

00;10;01;05 - 00;10;26;11
Speaker 3
And and Bush completely blows that off. And he has a totally different agenda when he comes into office in 2001, George W Bush wants to focus on anti-ballistic missile defense. He wants to focus on North Korea. Well, you know, he noticed that, you know, Clinton, Clinton, these Clinton administration ends in the fiasco of this failed attempt to create peace in Palestine between Israel and the Palestinian Authority.

00;10;26;11 - 00;11;01;26
Speaker 3
So he wants nothing to do with that. He wants to turn to other things. And, you know, there's voices within the George W Bush administration that are warning him, saying, look, no, this really is a big deal. We have we have evidence of a plot. They're going they're planning something really big. In fact, this was the al Qaeda had this operation designed by bin laden called the Big wedding, where they plan to, you know, to to use jetliners to, fly into American buildings in New York and Washington and, create mass casualty events using instead of having bombs, they would just use the airliners as flying bombs.

00;11;01;26 - 00;11;44;06
Speaker 3
So they sent mainly Saudi guys to flight schools all over the US to get certified back then, Saudis could get into the US very little trouble. Their regard is a rich kingdom and these people got visas without even a second look. And so it happened. And, even though he'd been warned, the Bush administration was completely blindsided. This is why today we have we have, like the national intelligence director who's supposed to supervise all the intelligence agencies, and kind of coordinate information sharing between the foreign intelligence agencies and the FBI precisely because there were all these walls between the FBI and the external intelligence agencies like the CIA, which prevented the kind of sharing

00;11;44;06 - 00;11;52;17
Speaker 3
that would have yielded more insight into these groups that were, planning to attack the United States and did attack the United States on September 11th, 2001.

00;11;52;19 - 00;12;15;03
Speaker 2
Yeah, that's a lot of great information, lots of stuff that I was not even aware of talk about. You know, you mentioned that it was you know, not not a not a major concern when George W Bush came in and obviously became kind of a defining moment of his presidency. Talk about the response of the president. Congress, how, you know, the citizenry of the United States kind of came together.

00;12;15;06 - 00;12;22;15
Speaker 2
I mean, it feels like that was kind of the last time we really, like, all came together as a country and how our allies responded to it.

00;12;22;17 - 00;12;46;05
Speaker 3
Yeah. Well, really, George W Bush had a lot of egg on his face after this because he had been warned. He had a counterterrorism adviser named Richard Clarke who had who, who, who Clinton had established as a kind of, as a powerful, agency within the government that had direct access to principles like, you know, CIA, like like secretary of defense, like the president himself.

00;12;46;07 - 00;13;11;16
Speaker 3
And that was downgraded by Bush because Condi Rice, the National Security Advisor, didn't want this guy kind of stepping on her toes. And Donald Rumsfeld defense didn't want to worry about this problem. He was trying to transition the military to a totally different way of operating. He wanted to focus on that. But Bush, you know, Bush turned around and he turned this was essentially an American defeat because we knew this was coming.

00;13;11;18 - 00;13;30;04
Speaker 3
We just hadn't been. The news wasn't able to percolate up through these layers of bureaucracy that were deliberately pushing it down because they didn't want to deal with it. And they thought it was they they referred to Al Qaida as a bunch of, you know, ragamuffins living in caves in Afghanistan. What can they do to us? They had even though the warnings were there, they just didn't see it.

00;13;30;04 - 00;13;50;12
Speaker 3
So then when it happens, Bush goes to ground zero, goes to lower Manhattan, stands in the ruins of the World Trade Center, rallies the nation. And it's incredible. He his presidency had had already been stumbling for a new president still on his honeymoon. This was a pretty low approval rating. This Bush just wasn't catching fire after nine over 11.

00;13;50;12 - 00;14;14;20
Speaker 3
It was up to 92% approval rating and stays there for for quite a while. Because the nation does rally around, they feel attacked as it's touted as the worst attack on Americans since Pearl Harbor. Everybody's energized, everybody's aggrieved, and it's resolved. You know, the perpetrators have to be punished. So the first order of business is to go after them in there in Afghanistan.

00;14;14;20 - 00;14;52;09
Speaker 3
So that's how we end up launching what was called Operation Infinite Justice in September 2001. The name quickly had to be changed to Operation Enduring Freedom because it was decided that infinite justice is only something that Allah can dole out, and that would be that would affront Muslims. So George W Bush changes it to enduring freedom. And that's the assault on Afghanistan, very much in keeping with Donald Rumsfeld's idea of, a very light footed operation, sending very small teams of special forces into kind of allied with Afghan militias against Taliban units.

00;14;52;09 - 00;15;23;14
Speaker 3
The Taliban was this, fundamentalist, you know, Wahhabi, Salafist type government that was governing, Afghanistan and then in protecting Osama bin laden. And as you know, they're now governing Afghanistan again. And, so we basically took out all the sort of, you know, Taliban fighting forces using these, these these these eight teams of special forces using air power, you know, targeted airstrikes against their compounds and their vehicles and that sort of thing.

00;15;23;16 - 00;15;46;00
Speaker 3
And we push, bin laden up into the mountains, Tora Bora and then the Shah, you cut to two mountain strongholds and we thought we could just sort of bomb them up. But he was living in caves, and he and all of the leading al-Qaida guys escape. They escape over the mountains into the Pakistani tribal areas and interest these this is the first of what are called the 911 wars.

00;15;46;00 - 00;16;17;26
Speaker 3
There were two, nine, 11 wars, the one in Afghanistan, which went on for 20 years from, you know, 2001 to 2021 and the one in Iraq, which begins in 2003 and then runs for several years. And, depending on how you quote the determination of that. But at least, at least 6 or 7 years. And these wars are they come on the heels of, of the atrocity of 911 because the Americans are mad and Americans want vengeance for the for this attack.

00;16;17;28 - 00;16;46;24
Speaker 3
And the one in Afghanistan made perfect sense because that's where because Mullah Omar, the leader of the Taliban, the leader of Afghanistan, was was, shielding bin laden wouldn't give bin laden up. So we had to go in to get bin laden. But then we don't get bin laden because Rumsfeld didn't authorize enough troops to kind of surround Tora Bora and then surround the Shi'ite court and trap him because he was keeping troops, in reserve, to invade, Iraq.

00;16;46;24 - 00;17;11;26
Speaker 3
He was planning to go into Iraq in late 2002 and sadly going in 2003. But all these troops that should have been in Afghanistan catching bin laden and all of his deputies are instead, sort of left on an off ramp, to go into Iraq. Because interesting thing is the view in Washington was that, in the view in the white House, certainly was that it was that, you know, bin laden was not that much of a threat.

00;17;11;26 - 00;17;35;23
Speaker 3
You know, the airliner thing could be solved by things like the TSA and airport checks and all that sort of thing. But the real danger was that a guy like bin laden would get nuclear weapons. And so they said, who? Who's going to give bin laden nuclear weapons? And so they adduce this kind of connection between a connection that did not exist between bin laden and Saddam Hussein, the head of Iraq.

00;17;35;25 - 00;17;59;09
Speaker 3
And so it's decided, well, much, much more dangerous than bin laden is Saddam Hussein. It was a total misreading the situation. And the intelligence was manufactured inside. Wolf of the Pentagon. He set up this thing called the Office of Special Plans under a guy named Doug Feith, whose job was basically to create the intelligence that would justify, an invasion of Iraq.

00;17;59;09 - 00;18;19;13
Speaker 3
And that goes all the way up to Secretary of State Colin Powell, who sat down in front of the United Nations and gave this briefing to them about all these, weapons of mass destruction labs inside Iraq. The US had identified a lot of this stuff was later proven to be false, including the allegation that the Iraqis had nuclear weapons.

00;18;19;16 - 00;18;44;03
Speaker 3
They had they didn't. But but this was, this then got caught up in George H.W. Bush's doctrine of 2002, the Bush Doctrine, which elaborated a freedom agenda that the US, you know, the Cold War had recently ended, leaving us as the lone superpower in the world. China not yet begun its rise as a great military power. The Russian military had been gutted by the fall of the Soviet Union.

00;18;44;06 - 00;19;09;21
Speaker 3
So the the United States was enjoying what was called a unipolar moment where it could do whatever it wanted to do. And so George W Bush saw an opportunity to use this immense power of the US military to basically take down dictatorships like Iraq and allow democracy to flourish. And he had a whole list of targets. First, it was going to be Iraq, then it was going to be Syria, then it was going to be Iran.

00;19;09;24 - 00;19;33;03
Speaker 3
And the people around him were known as neocons, neoconservatives, former liberals who had become arch conservatives, dedicated to spreading freedom. They call themselves hard Wilsonian. Their ultimate target was, believe it or not, Saudi Arabia, because they saw Saudi Arabia's as backward medieval kingdom with all these kings and princes and corruption, and they wanted to knock that kingdom over and put it in a true democracy.

00;19;33;03 - 00;19;58;06
Speaker 3
There. So all kinds of hubris, all kinds of taking your eye off the ball going on. And so we basically we, we, we prolong the war in Afghanistan and we stumble into the war in Iraq. President George W Bush and his secretary of defense, Don Rumsfeld, and Rumsfeld's political deputy, Paul Wolfowitz, they all argued that, oh, this is going to be quick.

00;19;58;07 - 00;20;17;07
Speaker 3
It will be quick, will be we'll be out of there 4 to 6 weeks. I think they even use the term 4 to 6 weeks. And that they were going to put in these Iraqi exiles, Iraqi exiles who had been living in the West that were pro, pro-Western, pro-American, and they would be kind of parachuted in by the Americans to take over the government.

00;20;17;09 - 00;20;43;26
Speaker 3
And, you know, serious people inside the U.S. government, like the commandant of the Marine Corps, like the Army chief of staff, was saying, this is nuts. This is nuts. I mean, you're going to need to have a huge force left behind to ensure security, you know? Sure. Water supplies, garbage pick up, you know, municipal functioning. And you can't just sort of knock that, you know, decapitate this dictatorship and expect it to to to go on, like in an orderly way.

00;20;43;29 - 00;21;04;24
Speaker 3
And Rumsfeld brushes all that aside. And then the rest, you know, as we know, is that, you know, they they chase Saddam down, they get rid of his sons, but then the whole country descends into anarchy. And what else could you expect? Remember, Iraq is a country of, you know, the the ruling elite, the Baathist, the League of Saddam Hussein was just 25% of the population.

00;21;04;26 - 00;21;27;09
Speaker 3
75% were Kurds and Shiites, chiefly Shiites, who kind of gravitated toward Iran. So after this war, the king of Saudi Arabia, you know, turns to George W Bush and he says, what have you done? You've you've handed Iraq, which was one of the great make weights in the region, one of the great checks on Iranian power. You've handed Iraq to the Iranians.

00;21;27;11 - 00;21;31;01
Speaker 2
And that's that's a lot.

00;21;31;03 - 00;21;34;07
Speaker 3
I mean, you want to get to 911, you got to it's a whole.

00;21;34;07 - 00;21;57;16
Speaker 2
Yeah, it's it's a whole picture. Just the parallels like you mentioned, with what's what's happening in Iran right now and, and hard enough to see the parallel of history repeats the. Yeah, it sure does. And, you know, with Russia and Ukraine, that idea of like, oh yeah, we can knock this over in a few weeks and it just drags out into, you know, people aren't, aren't, aren't going to just bend the knee that easily.

00;21;57;19 - 00;22;15;13
Speaker 2
Yeah. Well and then I wanted to ask you about, you know, you mentioned the TSA the way things changed and airports this the idea of like going to security. It's it's interesting to watch like old movies from the 90s where, you know, people could just like walk up to the gate. And obviously that's a cultural change that happened.

00;22;15;13 - 00;22;23;11
Speaker 2
There was the Patriot Act. What other kind of like institutions trying to think? Yeah, well, I'd like to. Yes.

00;22;23;14 - 00;22;47;19
Speaker 3
So it's immediately changed the way we were. First, there was a great wave of patriotism, a great wave of rallying around the flag. There was an upsurge in the discrimination against Middle Eastern Muslim people. A sense that, they were threats, and people were very suspicious of them for quite a while. That abates, as does the patriotism.

00;22;47;19 - 00;23;11;21
Speaker 3
I mean, as these wars drag on, the patriotism thinned somewhat, become more concerned about the cost. You know, it seems quaint now, but the cost of these two wars in Iraq and it's. Yes. And they surge the national debt to $7 trillion, you know, now it's 40 trillion, but 7 trillion was considered a astronomic number back then. So you've got, you've got that the Patriot Act is brought in.

00;23;11;22 - 00;23;36;29
Speaker 3
There's all these Fourth Amendment protests apart from American Civil Liberties Union, that sort of thing. Basically, when the Patriot Patriot Act was was a way for the government, chiefly the NSA, to capture all this metadata. In other words, they were basically, you know, vacuuming up all of our phone calls and text messages and emails and everything. And, and they would then take this stuff they wouldn't like, they wouldn't focus it on you personally.

00;23;36;29 - 00;23;55;17
Speaker 3
They would just have all your stuff and then they would look for threats. And when they found a threat, they got to see where that came from. So this but under the, under the pressures of this, of this, of this, terror campaign against the United States, it was felt justified. The, the, the act a sense kind of expired.

00;23;55;17 - 00;24;22;22
Speaker 3
It's been renewed in parts, but just the great the great collating of American, personal data is not happening anymore. It made it it made it much easier for the FBI and the CIA to collaborate. You know, before there was a real war between them and they couldn't they, you know, if the if the CIA thought that one of their they had a lead on something that might be happening in the US that they couldn't investigated themselves, they had to hand it off to the FBI and oftentimes the CIA.

00;24;22;29 - 00;24;42;10
Speaker 3
CIA didn't want to do that, because if they hand that over to the FBI, it ends up in an indictment or a trial. Their sources and methods will be betray to the public. And and they'll lose good contacts of good people and credibility. So there was a real incentive for the, for the for the CIA to kind of keep silent on a lot of stuff.

00;24;42;10 - 00;25;10;19
Speaker 3
So they kind of they erase that wall, they create this director of national intelligence role, the DNI was supposed to oversee the sprawling, you know, $50 billion intelligence empire that we have, and make sure that the NSA, the CIA, the CIA, the FBI, everybody's talking to everybody, you know, and and and they're not in silos and they're sharing information and they're reacting, you know, very quickly to threats and and snuffing them out.

00;25;10;22 - 00;25;34;07
Speaker 3
So, you know, we've lost that. But that was the, the, the director of national intelligence, it was a very important position created, no real executive authority, but the ability to manage these agencies as long as it was entrusted to a competent person, other things, like all the all the controls, not only you know, where you airports, but these blue uniform TSA people, they didn't exist before 911.

00;25;34;09 - 00;25;56;09
Speaker 3
That was actually I remember when it happened, it was considered to be quite controversial because it was a vast expansion of government. We were creating this whole new, this, this whole new army of government employees who are going to be fanned out to every airport in the United States and, would have to get, be equipped with, you know, with, you know, salary, benefits, pensions, that, that sort of thing.

00;25;56;16 - 00;26;15;02
Speaker 3
But it was considered a this is something that we need to do to protect the American people. But then also buildings, you know, when you think about nowadays, you can't walk around a campus and get into a building, you can't walk around a big American city and walk into an office building without going through a metal detector, without being asked your business, being asked to show IDs.

00;26;15;03 - 00;26;50;24
Speaker 3
All that stuff happened after nine over 11. You should just be able to go anywhere at any time. There's a real sense of trust in the country. And justifiably so. It was. It was a safe place to operate. So that kind of goes away. And we have this much higher security environment as a result, you know, about the air travel, keeping all the all your containers under three ounces, no liquids, more than three ounces, very, you know, very rigorous checks and that and that, that all that all happened because there was the famous shoe bomber, this guy that that was that brought bomb making materials onto a plane.

00;26;50;27 - 00;27;09;03
Speaker 3
I think his name was it was a British guy named Richard Reid. And he brought bomb making. But this was after 911 brought bomb made materials onto a plane, and he was trying to make the bomb on the plane. And somebody saw him and stopped him. And he was literally trying to light his shoe on fire to start the fuze.

00;27;09;05 - 00;27;31;26
Speaker 3
So that's when we stopped allowing liquids, you know, large quantities of liquids on the plane. And, you know, and then I would say another impact is, initially there was a surge of patriotism, but then now just this distrust of government, there's been a real erosion of faith in government because of these nine, 11 wars and because of the tremendous cost.

00;27;31;26 - 00;27;54;16
Speaker 3
I mean, we're talking trillions of dollars poured down the drain in Afghanistan and Iraq for for no net gain. I mean, the situation in Afghanistan today is worse than when we went in in 2001. The situation in Iraq today is worse than what we wanted in 2001. It's essentially a colony of Iran, and there's no and there's no regional check up on Iranian power.

00;27;54;16 - 00;28;17;24
Speaker 3
In the past, Iran and Iraq kind of stymied each other. So there was a natural about balance of power in the region. You know, if, if, if, Iran had tried to close the Strait of Hormuz, they would have been at war the next day with Iraq. But by taking out Iraq, we took out the only populous, rich, great power in the region that that could stand up to Iran.

00;28;17;24 - 00;28;25;05
Speaker 3
So the net effects were just horrendous. And they've led to this, decline in faith in the government and its judgment.

00;28;25;07 - 00;28;46;17
Speaker 2
And and, again, just a lot of great information there and a lot of great, historical perspective that can kind of be plugged into the background and, and everything that we have going on these days, I'm not really sure how to, we just in our interviews with the go migraine, it's. That seems a little too, not not.

00;28;46;20 - 00;28;52;09
Speaker 3
What we need that. Well, you need to end on a happy note. So let's say go, go. Happy Friday. Go. Me in green.

00;28;52;12 - 00;28;54;08
Speaker 2
There we go. All right. Thanks, Dan.

00;28;54;10 - 00;28;58;21
Speaker 3
Thank you Scott. All right. Nice talking to you.

00;28;58;23 - 00;29;18;00
Speaker 1
I want to give a big thanks again to Jeff for coming and sharing his expertise with us. I really enjoyed that conversation and appreciate the historic context he was able to provide. Remember, we want to hear from you. Tell us what you think about the show by email podcast at YouTube, Edu, or give us a call at (940) 565-4341.

00;29;18;03 - 00;29;41;08
Speaker 1
You can also help us grow a button friend about the show, sharing it on social media, or leave it as a five star rating and review wherever you listen. Until next time, we hope you have a Happy Friday North Texas and go migraine.

00;29;41;10 - 00;29;49;23
Speaker 1
Happy Friday, North Texas production of the University of North Texas. Today's show was produced and edited by Scott Brown, with original reporting by Scott Brown. For more information, visit MTD slash podcast.

