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[INTRO MUSIC]
00;00;02;17 - 00;00;42;14
Speaker 1
Happy Friday North Texas I'm Scott and today is Friday, September 25th. I've got a very special interview to share with you today, but first we've got a story to share. UNT has improved its standing in the 2027 U.S. News and World Report Best Colleges rankings, moving up among the country's top public universities, best value schools and top performers on social mobility, UNT ranks among the nation's leaders in the top performers on social mobility category, rising eight spots from number 34 to number 26 nationally.

00;00;42;16 - 00;01;04;22
Speaker 1
UNT is also ranked number 110 among the nation's top public universities, up from number 115 last year and made its largest jump up 46 spots to number 157, in the Best Value Schools category. The Social Mobility ranking recognizes universities for their success in enrolling and graduating students who received federal Pell Grants, which typically are awarded to students from lower income households.

00;01;04;24 - 00;01;34;25
Speaker 1
UNT also ranks number 78 nationally in the newly introduced Best Value Schools for in-state students category. The ranking recognizes institutions that provide students with a strong combination of educational quality and affordability. UNT annually awards more than $526 million in financial aid, including more than $83 million in scholarships. Last year, UNT announced the North Texas Promise Program that covers tuition and mandatory fees for qualifying students from families who earn less than $100,000 a year.

00;01;34;28 - 00;01;54;14
Speaker 1
More than 74% of UT students receive financial aid or scholarships, helping make a UNT education accessible and affordable for students and their families. UNT has not increased in-state tuition since 2016, and more than half of degree earners graduate debt free from UMD. Check the link in the show notes for more on this story. And now for some athletics news.

00;01;54;14 - 00;02;16;23
Speaker 1
Let's check in with Zach Babb for the Mean Green Minute. Mean Green soccer had a tough night on the road at Charlotte, falling three nil to the 40 niners who lost. Drops the green to oh one and one in the early conference slate this season. Their next game is at home. It's on Sunday at 1 p.m. against temple.

00;02;16;26 - 00;02;38;20
Speaker 1
Volleyball has a pair of home matches this weekend. It starts on Friday against Florida Atlantic. It's a 6 p.m. start at the Unty Volleyball Center. And then Sunday they have another home match, 1 p.m. against Tulane, and football is back at home against Houston Christian on Saturday. That's a 6:30 p.m. start at that new stadium for Senior Day.

00;02;38;22 - 00;02;59;14
Speaker 1
You can watch the game on ESPN plus or listen on the Varsity Network app. Thanks for that update, Zach. Super excited to take the kids to the game against Houston Christian tomorrow and hopefully get another big win at that CU Stadium. If you need more Unity Athletics news, be sure to check out Zach's other podcast this week in Mean Green Sports.

00;02;59;16 - 00;03;22;08
Speaker 1
As loyal listeners may recall, a big reason I love bringing my kids to football games and other UNT events is because I come from a mean green family. My dad got his masters here. I of course am a proud alum and all four of my sisters also went to school here. My wife also completed her master's degree here just last year, and I've got dozens of other extended family members and close family friends who bleed mean green.

00;03;22;11 - 00;03;39;29
Speaker 1
Well, as of this fall, and appropriately enough, as we're kicking off Family Weekend today, we've added another family member to that list. As my niece, Kaitlyn is about a month into her first semester right here at you, and I'm so excited for her to be starting this chapter, especially because she represents the third generation of our family to attend UNC.

00;03;40;02 - 00;04;07;20
Speaker 1
I can remember my graduation from unit 16 years ago, going up to the concourse of the Super Pit to find my family. After the ceremony and her running up to me to give me a big hug. And now that two year old little girl is a student at UNT herself. Before I get too emotional, I convinced Kaitlyn to come see me after she attended orientation this summer to talk to me about the events that helped prepare her to get started at UNT, including orientation admitted Students Day and Future Eagle preview.

00;04;07;22 - 00;04;16;24
Speaker 1
Very special guest on the pod today. My niece Helen is here and she started UNT in the fall. And you want to introduce yourself to the listeners. Have you picked a major? Have you landed on a major?

00;04;16;26 - 00;04;26;03
Speaker 2
Yes. I'm majoring in it now in the College of Engineering with a minor in secondary education through the Teacher and Texas program.

00;04;26;05 - 00;04;38;11
Speaker 1
Nice. All right. And then we wanted to talk about kind of the pre student experience, all the all the stuff that leads up to actually starting at UNT. So we'll kind of go in order. I think the first thing you attended here was preview day was that the first one?

00;04;38;17 - 00;04;39;08
Speaker 2
Yes.

00;04;39;11 - 00;04;42;00
Speaker 1
So tell me about a little bit about it. How was preview Day for you?

00;04;42;06 - 00;05;08;01
Speaker 2
Preview day was a lot of information and it was really helpful. They had a bunch of different sessions that you could pick to go get information like on housing, financial information, exploring different majors. They really had something for everyone. But you won't be able to attend like all of the sessions. So you have to pick, you know, what are your priorities, what do you want to learn the most about?

00;05;08;03 - 00;05;12;01
Speaker 2
And then they had activities throughout the whole day. But yeah.

00;05;12;03 - 00;05;16;14
Speaker 1
Yeah. Did you two when did you attend Preview Day? Was that did you do that last fall?

00;05;16;16 - 00;05;16;20
Speaker 2
Was.

00;05;16;20 - 00;05;17;10
Speaker 1
Out in the spring?

00;05;17;11 - 00;05;19;06
Speaker 2
No, it was fall. Yeah. Fall preview.

00;05;19;06 - 00;05;24;10
Speaker 1
I think I remember telling your mom like, hey, there's another one in the spring. If there's anything else you didn't get to that she wants to come to you.

00;05;24;11 - 00;05;44;23
Speaker 2
Yeah. So we. I went to the fall one, but they had I think it was basically the same, exact day in the spring. If there was more sessions you wanted to go to, they did tours of, like, the dorm halls and everything. So I guess if you went to both preview days, you could probably make your rounds to almost everything and.

00;05;44;23 - 00;05;45;10
Speaker 1
Catch it all.

00;05;45;11 - 00;05;45;27
Speaker 2
Yeah.

00;05;45;29 - 00;05;56;22
Speaker 1
Was I know those a few months ago now, was there anything that, like, stuck out to you as a, you know, the sessions or anything or, getting to see any of the buildings or any of that that was especially helpful or stuck with you.

00;05;56;25 - 00;06;19;21
Speaker 2
I would say the dorm tours were really helpful. They had most of them open, and so that was pretty fun to do, I think. I mean, really, all the sessions had useful information. I just happened to have done a lot of my own research beforehand, and so if you don't, if you come in not knowing anything, like they kind of have you covered and they'll teach you everything from the beginning.

00;06;19;22 - 00;06;22;18
Speaker 2
Yeah. But yeah, it was helpful.

00;06;22;20 - 00;06;28;18
Speaker 1
Nice. Was there anything. Did they do any kind of a scavenger hunt? Were there any, like, kind of fun activities like that?

00;06;28;21 - 00;06;34;12
Speaker 2
On preview day? Not really. I think the the admitted students day is more like game based, like.

00;06;34;12 - 00;06;34;27
Speaker 1
Yeah.

00;06;35;00 - 00;06;54;01
Speaker 2
Or if there were, if there were activities that probably wasn't like the sessions that I was going to, it might have been it kind of depends on what you pick. Yeah. But yeah, they admitted Students Day was it was Mario themed. So it was like you would collect coins for each, activity you do. And each stop you make.

00;06;54;03 - 00;07;03;18
Speaker 2
And there was a lot of just like, kind of fun, like icebreakers and things that especially if you went by yourself and you needed to go meet people, would be really fun. Yeah.

00;07;03;20 - 00;07;08;29
Speaker 1
So we kind of segue now into admitted students day preview day. You came with your mom, right?

00;07;09;02 - 00;07;11;01
Speaker 2
Yes, I came with my mom on both of them.

00;07;11;01 - 00;07;11;27
Speaker 1
I'm both of them. Okay.

00;07;12;04 - 00;07;32;22
Speaker 2
But it was kind of optional. Like the parents didn't have to be there for either of them. Yeah, but it was really helpful information for parents. Like if you were if parents are wondering, especially about financial information and like housing, they have like they have sessions where it deals more with that. Yeah.

00;07;32;24 - 00;07;45;05
Speaker 1
And so for admitted students today, having attended both, how would you kind of differentiate them like, well, what's kind of the main difference between if somebody is trying to decide, oh, like I can only go to one or the other.

00;07;45;07 - 00;08;15;11
Speaker 2
If you can only go to either preview day or admitted student, say, I would recommend preview day just because it's a little bit more structured to where you will get the most important information at admitted student say it's very self-paced and that can be fun. If you if you want to explore the organizations and stuff, all the clubs and fun like activities, getting school spirit up and just meeting new people, that's really fun with admitted students day.

00;08;15;12 - 00;08;30;02
Speaker 2
But on preview day, I feel like it was more information and just. I would also recommend taking notes at preview day and like remembering like the most important things that they talked about. But yeah.

00;08;30;06 - 00;08;38;24
Speaker 1
Yeah, you talked about kind of making connections and stuff. Did you make any connections any, any, any people you had any group chats come out of either of those days for you.

00;08;38;26 - 00;09;04;05
Speaker 2
Out of those days? No, because I went with my mom and that's perfectly fine. If you want to go with your parents, go with your parents. But I kind of just stuck with her. I mean, I had a few, like, good conversations with people and also me, like, I'm more of an introvert. So I didn't participate in all of the group activities and games that they had because not everything was required.

00;09;04;05 - 00;09;09;00
Speaker 2
But if you're going with the intention to make friends, you definitely can. Yeah.

00;09;09;03 - 00;09;25;07
Speaker 1
That's good. From either those preview day or admitted students day was there. Did anybody stick out to you or any I don't know anybody from you. And that was particularly helpful or gave a lot of good information. You said you had some good conversations. Anything like that stand out?

00;09;25;09 - 00;09;55;08
Speaker 2
Yes. So Jen from the Teacher North Texas program is very helpful if you're going into teaching, even if you're not in the Teacher Texas program, you don't want to teach math or science. At the secondary level, she just knows a lot about teaching or honestly about you in T in general. And she was very helpful. On both days, I talked to her, admitted students say preview day and orientation, but really, all of the staff is very helpful.

00;09;55;08 - 00;10;08;10
Speaker 2
Even just needing directions, like from people like current students at UNT, everyone was very informed and everything was organized so you could figure out what you need to know. Yeah.

00;10;08;13 - 00;10;22;11
Speaker 1
I'm curious what because like obviously you're so you're you're a product of Denton ISD. You're from the area. You had youth volleyball games on campus here growing up. How comfortable are you like just exploring campus, walking around. Well what was that like for you?

00;10;22;14 - 00;10;50;24
Speaker 2
I love just walking around and like getting to know the different buildings, and I think I'm really going to enjoy it when I get here. I'm not the best with remembering where all the buildings are, remembering directions and stuff, but I mean, it's very Google Maps friendly. You can search search up where you're going. If you are looking for a specific building, you can really find it online and it gives you good walking directions.

00;10;50;24 - 00;10;55;05
Speaker 2
And then also, just as you continue to walk around like you get more accustomed to it.

00;10;55;12 - 00;11;00;27
Speaker 1
Yeah. All right. So let's jump to orientation. How was orientation?

00;11;00;29 - 00;11;29;13
Speaker 2
Orientation was really fun. It was a lot of activities and a lot of, again, more information about you, about you and about what to expect and of course, creating your own schedule and registering for classes. That was the probably the biggest part of it. Yeah. Orientation is where I made the most connections. I talked to the most people and, you know, kind of got started on like the friendships that I can have when I'm here.

00;11;29;16 - 00;11;54;08
Speaker 2
Yeah, yeah. Orientation was really fun. It just it was very packed. Like from the beginning, there was a window when you could show up like a two hour window for you to show up, and you could show up on the earlier side and kind of start exploring and start again. If you hadn't seen any organizations before, you could get accustomed, get introduced to all these different clubs and like organizations that they have here.

00;11;54;08 - 00;12;21;02
Speaker 2
But if you show up on the later side, you didn't miss out on any like, important things. Yeah. And so then everything got started and they just wanted everyone to be really excited. And the energy was really high. Like the whole day, especially the first day. I think the second day, everyone pretty tired. Everybody gets up early and but it was fun going to breakfast and like kind of getting the what could be your college experience?

00;12;21;02 - 00;12;21;12
Speaker 1
Yeah.

00;12;21;19 - 00;12;23;22
Speaker 2
With these new people that you met. Yeah.

00;12;23;22 - 00;12;26;06
Speaker 1
What, what what dorm did you all stay in for that.

00;12;26;13 - 00;12;46;04
Speaker 2
There was two different ones. I stayed in the Kerr. Yes, I stayed in Kerrville. I think it was either Kerr or Bruce that you stayed in during orientation. And it was with a randomly assigned roommate. And, personally, I didn't meet my roommate until the night.

00;12;46;06 - 00;12;46;28
Speaker 1
The end of day one.

00;12;46;29 - 00;12;59;09
Speaker 2
The end of day one. But that was because I showed up on the later side and she was already out and about. But everything with that went really smoothly. You know, everybody's new. So.

00;12;59;12 - 00;13;00;06
Speaker 1
On the same boat?

00;13;00;06 - 00;13;01;29
Speaker 2
Yes. Yeah.

00;13;02;01 - 00;13;15;05
Speaker 1
You mentioned some of the, like, the friends and people you met who who do you think you can connect with once you're, you know, kind of here full time? Talk me through a little bit about that. What kind of people did you meet and have you all, like, stayed connected chatting and stuff?

00;13;15;07 - 00;13;47;08
Speaker 2
Yeah. So there's a couple of people that I met. So everything was in groups. You you were assigned a group really towards the beginning, right? When you got your stuff, you were told what group you would be in, and then you would stick with your group for most of orientation. And my group had a group, me during orientation where we would talk and they would communicate, telling us like where to meet and stuff and what time to show up, different things.

00;13;47;10 - 00;14;11;00
Speaker 2
So there was a girl from my group that, you know, I, we talked and, you know, there was just a lot of people that I met from different backgrounds, different places. Me being from here, staying in the area, I was really surprised to meet so many different people. Coming from just like all over Texas especially, but some from different states.

00;14;11;00 - 00;14;19;11
Speaker 2
And yeah, I mostly met people through either my college or the College of Engineering or through my specific group.

00;14;19;14 - 00;14;20;05
Speaker 1
Yeah.

00;14;20;08 - 00;14;35;11
Speaker 2
A lot of people were really excited to be here and like, just had never been in the area. I would say that I'm from Aubree and they would really not have know where the where I was coming from. So I had to just say I was just down the road.

00;14;35;14 - 00;14;40;11
Speaker 1
Let's see here what was the most fun part of orientation?

00;14;40;14 - 00;15;11;07
Speaker 2
So I would say the most fun part of orientation was when at the end of day one, they had big group icebreakers. So everybody was in the Coliseum. Everyone that attended that orientation session would come down onto the floor of the Super Pit, and they just had a bunch of like activities that they had us do. And like, you kind of got to know, like that's where you got to meet the most people.

00;15;11;07 - 00;15;18;29
Speaker 2
So they would make you say hello to everyone and introduce yourself to a whole bunch of people, which I wouldn't normally do on my own. Yeah.

00;15;19;05 - 00;15;20;15
Speaker 1
How was it for you as an introvert?

00;15;20;16 - 00;15;44;06
Speaker 2
Yeah, it was, it was a little bit hard and everyone was tired at that point because we had had a long day. But I feel like it did bring the energy up and get people excited. And then we kind of broke into small groups down there to not the same groups that we had been in. And so you got to meet different people and find people who were similar to you, and people who were different than you.

00;15;44;06 - 00;15;55;16
Speaker 2
So I thought that was pretty fun. And it was all about just socializing. You didn't have to be so serious or stressed about. Yeah. Registration.

00;15;55;16 - 00;16;12;04
Speaker 1
Yeah. Retaining information. Yeah. Yeah, I was getting I want to ask what's the most useful part? I imagine finally getting to register for classes is probably the most useful part. Yes. But outside of registering for classes, what was the most useful part or something that stuck with you from orientation that you're like, glad you learned.

00;16;12;06 - 00;16;36;23
Speaker 2
So the small group meetings I had a really great group leader who knew a lot about you and and just had the best advice to give to everyone, and she accepted a lot of personal questions. If there was anything that people were wondering, we just went and asked her and she helped everyone a whole lot with just answering our questions and making us feel more confident.

00;16;36;29 - 00;17;07;24
Speaker 2
Yeah, so a lot of information you can get just by asking your questions. But another thing that was surprisingly useful and fun was the play fair that they put on. So that was all of the group leaders there who are, I think mostly seniors, attending until they put on a little play about college life. And it was actually very educational and very fun.

00;17;07;24 - 00;17;16;01
Speaker 2
Like there was funny moments and everything, but they took they did really well. They took it really seriously. And I think everyone really enjoyed it.

00;17;16;03 - 00;17;28;05
Speaker 1
Yeah. That's nice. And then we talked a little bit about, getting to finally register for classes. What was that like for you and what's that feeling like when like, like how much more real does that make it feel?

00;17;28;08 - 00;17;47;25
Speaker 2
Registering for classes was a little bit stressful for me just because I had planned out everything that I wanted, and I was very I was pretty much set on what I wanted coming in. And then there was just some difficulties with technology that were out of my control. Yeah.

00;17;47;27 - 00;17;49;26
Speaker 1
It was, it was there was a hold on.

00;17;50;00 - 00;17;52;29
Speaker 2
There was. Yeah. I had a hold of my account.

00;17;53;01 - 00;17;57;19
Speaker 1
So check your check your account for holds before you come to orientation. Make sure you're ready. Yes.

00;17;57;21 - 00;18;22;13
Speaker 2
Unfortunately for me, I it wasn't telling me I had a hold until I started registering so it wouldn't let me actually add classes. So maybe try registering for classes and see if it stops you, because that's not a good sign. It's okay though. It worked out for a lot of people. I think registration was went very smoothly because they they have a new system.

00;18;22;17 - 00;18;24;07
Speaker 2
Until you where.

00;18;24;09 - 00;18;25;16
Speaker 1
The class builder thing.

00;18;25;19 - 00;18;50;04
Speaker 2
Yes. It's it's registering. It's kind of automatically building your schedule for you before you come based on, you know, right. The regular core classes that freshmen need to take. Yeah. For me, I didn't need any of those classes because I already have, dual credit hours. Yeah, from high school. And so I kind of had to build my schedule from scratch.

00;18;50;11 - 00;19;06;09
Speaker 2
But a lot of people that was really helpful that they like the times that they were given the classes they were already put in. But it's all very flexible. If you don't like what they put you in, you can just change all of your classes if you want. But it's a really good like start.

00;19;07;04 - 00;19;28;21
Speaker 2
But I mean, registration was help. There were still people to help you with your classes and figuring out what to take. You had an academic advising session with your specific advisor where they would, you know, you can have just an open conversation about what you want to take, what your plan is, and if you're not sure, then they're really helpful with that too.

00;19;28;27 - 00;19;46;03
Speaker 2
And then they kind of give you a guide for what you will take with you when you go register for classes. So that way you already have on there. Okay, I need to take this class, this class in this class. And then you can pick what times you want to do it. And so that way you just have everything straight.

00;19;46;06 - 00;19;56;29
Speaker 1
I think that's all my questions. Is there anything we didn't talk about, whether it's about orientation or going back to preview or admitted students say anything. We we didn't I didn't ask about or we didn't touch on that. You wanted to talk about about any of those.

00;19;57;03 - 00;19;59;18
Speaker 2
They have really good free food.

00;19;59;20 - 00;20;00;11
Speaker 1
Oh yeah. We're dining.

00;20;00;11 - 00;20;03;24
Speaker 2
All the, in orientation.

00;20;03;26 - 00;20;04;12
Speaker 1
Any of them.

00;20;04;28 - 00;20;06;00
Speaker 1
Since have you tried so far?

00;20;06;05 - 00;20;07;06
Speaker 2
Eagle landing.

00;20;07;06 - 00;20;08;26
Speaker 1
All of you landed?

00;20;08;28 - 00;20;29;11
Speaker 2
Yes. I think that's the main one that. Yeah, I've been to there. There was. Sometimes they had free food, like the preview day and admitted Students day, where it was just kind of outdoor, like set up. Yeah. Where. But it was, it was everything has been so good and. Yeah. And they, I tried sunflower ice cream for the first time.

00;20;29;15 - 00;20;34;06
Speaker 2
Homemade. It was really good. Okay. Yeah that was that admitted students day.

00;20;34;06 - 00;20;38;06
Speaker 1
So nice. All right. So the food if nothing else, come for the food. Yes.

00;20;38;06 - 00;20;39;23
Speaker 2
Come for the food.

00;20;39;25 - 00;20;46;03
Speaker 1
All right. I think that covers it. So before I let you out of here, we like to in all of our interviews. Can I get a go migraine.

00;20;46;08 - 00;20;47;24
Speaker 2
Go migraine.

00;20;47;26 - 00;20;54;09
Speaker 1
You looks so it's. Good. That's.

00;20;54;11 - 00;20;57;01
Speaker 2
Oh. Like what?

00;20;57;03 - 00;20;58;15
Speaker 1
Try over time.

00;20;58;18 - 00;20;59;12
Speaker 2
Going green.

00;20;59;15 - 00;21;32;27
Speaker 1
There we go. Big thanks again to Harlan for indulging her favorite uncle and telling me about her experience at future Eagle. Preview. Admitted students day in orientation, and I just have to reiterate her last point there about how good the food is around here. There's a reason News.com ranked as 15th in the nation and number one in Texas for having the best food on campus and prospective students can check that out for themselves at our next Future Eagle preview coming up October 24th, and admitted students today will be back in the spring and registration is now open for spring 2027.

00;21;32;27 - 00;21;52;23
Speaker 1
Orientation. You can learn more about all of those events at the links in the show. Notes. Remember, we want to hear you tell us what you think about the show by email and podcast at UNC Edu, or calling us at (940) 565-4341. You can also help us grow a ton friend about the show, sharing it on social media, or leaving us a five star rating and review wherever you listen.

00;21;52;25 - 00;22;09;05
Speaker 1
Until next time, we hope you have a Happy Friday! North Texas and go green!

00;22;09;07 - 00;22;18;19
Speaker 1
Happy Friday! North Texas is a production of the University of North Texas Today show was produced and edited by Scott Brown, with original reporting by Scott Brown. For more information, visit Edu Slash podcast.

