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[INTRO MUSIC]
00;00;00;00 - 00;00;21;10
Speaker 1
Happy Friday, North Texas. I'm Scott and today is Friday, October 2nd. We've got a great interview today about the UT Materials Science and Engineering departments 30th anniversary. But first we have a story to share.

00;00;21;12 - 00;00;48;08
Speaker 1
I have to tell y'all about the launch of the UT Dual Credit Network, a statewide initiative that brings together universities, community colleges, and K through 12 school districts to expand access to dual credit classes and better prepare Texas students for college. The network aims to address a growing need for qualified dual credit instructors by helping high school teachers earn the graduate credentials required to teach college level courses, while creating a statewide community of educators committed to student success.

00;00;48;11 - 00;01;16;03
Speaker 1
In Texas, teachers who instruct dual credit classes must hold a master's degree and at least 18 graduate hours in the subject they teach through the dual credit network. Educators can earn those credentials through fully online content specific to master's degree programs or graduate academic certificates designed specifically for working teachers. UNT also received a $1.87 million grant from the Moody Foundation to expand dual credit opportunities for rural Texas educators.

00;01;16;05 - 00;01;47;29
Speaker 1
The funding will support bridge TX, an initiative within Unity's dual credit network that removes financial barriers for teachers seeking the graduate coursework required to teach dual credit classes. Through the grant, UNT expects to prepare 125 rural educators who will expand dual credit offerings and create more pathways for students to transition successfully from high school to college. The dual credit network is already partnering with community colleges across Texas, including Collin College, Grayson College, Tarrant County College, and Texas South Most College, with plans to continue expanding statewide.

00;01;48;01 - 00;02;07;02
Speaker 1
Through those partnerships, teachers can earn the credentials needed to teach dual credit courses while remaining in their classrooms, helping more students access college coursework before graduating from high school. Check the link in the show notes for more on this story. And now for some athletics news. Let's check in with Zach. Bad for the mean green minute.

00;02;07;05 - 00;02;30;01
Speaker 2
Green volleyball has a pair of road games this weekend. It starts off with a road trip to East Carolina on Friday. That's a 5 p.m. start to that match, and then they'll head to Charlotte, North Carolina, for a battle with USC Charlotte on Sunday. That match gets underway at noon. Soccer fell on Thursday night to UAB. Three nil was the final score there.

00;02;30;04 - 00;02;51;11
Speaker 2
A record now is four, five and three overall on the season in football. Came away with an overtime win against Tulsa on the road in an instant classic, winning 4544 in overtime. The win gives the green A10 start to an American conference play.

00;02;51;14 - 00;03;12;08
Speaker 1
Thanks for that update, Zach. That was a great way to start conference play for football with the win over Tulsa last night. Let's keep it going next week against Charlotte with another high scoring win. Accused Stadium. If you need more Unity Athletics news, be sure to check out Zach's other podcast this week in Mean Green Sports. This week I had the pleasure of interviewing Department of Materials Science and Engineering Chair in Chengdu.

00;03;12;08 - 00;03;38;02
Speaker 1
An associate chair recruiting the Materials Science and Engineering Department is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year with a big full day celebration coming up Friday, October 23rd. So I spoke to Doctor Du and Doctor Reedy about how the department has grown to become one of the top programs in the nation over the last three decades. All right, joined today by Doctor Do and Doctor Reed from Unity's Materials Science and Engineering department.

00;03;38;02 - 00;03;41;24
Speaker 1
Thank you both for taking the time out of your schedules to join us for the podcast today.

00;03;41;26 - 00;03;42;23
Speaker 3
Thank you Scott.

00;03;42;26 - 00;03;44;02
Speaker 4
Thanks so much, Scott.

00;03;44;04 - 00;03;48;06
Speaker 1
Yeah. Let's start with, just having you kind of introduce yourself to the listeners.

00;03;48;09 - 00;03;58;22
Speaker 4
All right. So my name is Jensen. Do, the chair. I'm going to professor in material science engineering. University of North Texas. It's great to be here.

00;03;58;24 - 00;04;13;11
Speaker 3
Yeah, and I'm Rick Reedy. I'm the professor of materials science and engineering, and I've started my career here 30 years ago, and I'm the. No one's gotten rid of me yet. So thanks for having me on.

00;04;13;13 - 00;04;21;22
Speaker 1
And so started here 30 years ago. And coming up on the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the department. So. So you've been here kind of the whole for the whole shebang,

00;04;21;25 - 00;04;23;08
Speaker 3
Pretty much. Yeah.

00;04;23;11 - 00;04;27;08
Speaker 1
Right. And, doctor do, how long have you been with, with the department.

00;04;27;10 - 00;04;37;02
Speaker 4
So I joined unity in 2007, in the fall of 27. So almost 1990 is. So it's a it's a not so time.

00;04;37;04 - 00;04;50;28
Speaker 1
Yeah. Yeah. So you all have a lot of you seen a lot change over the years, I'm sure. Absolutely. So let's say, you know how how has, the material science and engineering department changed over the past 30 years from what y'all had seen?

00;04;51;01 - 00;05;17;07
Speaker 4
Yeah, I would, I would just quickly start. I would note doctor Reed really to, to to go through some of history. So in the almost 20 years I've been here, I've seen tremendous, changes, in the department. You know, from just about ten faculty. And when I first joined now to over 2010, it 20 over 2010 year tenure track faculty, plus around ten research faculties.

00;05;17;07 - 00;05;41;10
Speaker 4
And so it would become it's really a go over the mainstream and, top up nine material science engineering department in the state of Texas and one of the fastest growing in the southern US. So, I believe doctor really has, a, full of history since his. He joined us. Really, since the very beginning of the department.

00;05;41;12 - 00;06;09;14
Speaker 3
Yeah. Thanks. Thank you. Doctor, do I want to have. I'm going to use our title. The, you know, when when I first came, I interviewed in, in the summer of of 90, 296, and, I, I actually got hired, but I didn't start, until January. Because I got hired, I interviewed in August and just didn't have time to turn it around, but I showed up in January of 97.

00;06;09;17 - 00;06;33;17
Speaker 3
The department at the time, there were four of us. I was the fourth. Two brand new faculty members. Doctor Nica de Souza and Doctor Vito Brostrom. And our chair at the time was, Russ Pensado. And we were our office resources were scattered over the second floor of the Science Research building, and, we didn't have a department office.

00;06;33;18 - 00;06;56;14
Speaker 3
Our admin had an office, and our chair had a separate office. So we we were we were at the, pleasure of of other departments in science research building people were other generous. It just took time. When I first got here, they had to move some grad students out so I could have an office. And I didn't have an office for a couple of days.

00;06;56;16 - 00;07;26;07
Speaker 3
And, just a real quick, we, and one of the cool milestones I think, to bring up in the history is when they formed the College of Engineering around 2003. So we we've been there for six years with computer science and engineering, engineering technology. We changed from a grad only material science program to MIT. Material science became grad only material science and engineering program and about.

00;07;26;09 - 00;08;02;12
Speaker 3
But around the time that the doctor du came, we switched over to becoming an and enjoying having an undergraduate program. So I think, you know, in terms of crucial milestones, one, we moved out of being sort of scattered around a building to having our own home here in Discovery Park about 23 years ago. And, the other thing that I would think and this goes back to something Doctor Du said, we got really good equipment because our congressman at the time was able to get us, a good amount of funding so we could bring in top end equipment.

00;08;02;14 - 00;08;31;24
Speaker 3
And because of that, we were able to bring in really good people. So having Unty buying Discovery Park, you know, around 2002, I believe, and then refurbishing and, enough, so that we could, you know, move in in 2003, actually more like 2004. You know, this this really launched us and we grew quickly. There were ten people buy in after about ten years when Doctor Du came and we added more and more people.

00;08;31;26 - 00;08;55;04
Speaker 3
Number of chairs. Doctor, doctor being one, we're really good at sort of adding even more people. So we had a, a number of folks, but Briskin aid sort of, was our chair when we became the Department of, Material Science and Engineering and joined the college or help form the college. And Mike Kaufman helped us move to Discovery Park.

00;08;55;06 - 00;09;04;23
Speaker 3
Those were the sort of those are just some highlights. There's many, many more. But I thought those would fill in at least the beginning stages of our stuff.

00;09;04;25 - 00;09;27;11
Speaker 1
Yeah, no, interesting to hear about it. And kind of the beginnings there kind of being small and scattered. And then what we have built out there now at Discovery Park being so impressive. It's very interesting to look back on the humble beginnings there. And you mentioned some milestones in accomplishment there. Any other for for either of you, any other milestones or accomplishments that really stand out over the past 30 years?

00;09;27;13 - 00;09;50;24
Speaker 4
Oh, yes. Yeah. I would say I totally agree with Doctor Reidy. By the time I came to interview at Union TI, which was in the spring of 2007, I was truly impressed by the facilities we already have here. That time is called a cart, which do this I forget with the exact name and which is a research center, but housing the equipment.

00;09;50;26 - 00;10;14;26
Speaker 4
Sponsored by Army Research Laboratory. I came in from University of Virginia, and before that, I was at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. And I would say, wow. In the South, there's such a great department with outstanding facilities and that which I've seen many material science engineering programs and by that time. And so I think that we have really, really great starting point at that time.

00;10;14;28 - 00;10;43;19
Speaker 4
So in terms of milestones, I would I agree with doctor, we did a studying of the department of course is milestones. And I would transition to College of Engineering. And the second milestone I would say is around 2006, we studied the undergraduate program in material science and engineering, would become one of the the only second or the third in the state of Texas to have an undergrad programs, in material science and engineering.

00;10;43;21 - 00;11;17;06
Speaker 4
So we become a better accredited in the 2012 and regret in 2017. We just finished another recommendation. And last year. So with the final results announced, this summer. So I would say these are truly milestones. The the other milestone I would say is the, simultaneously, with the, with department, the, the research centers and institute that has been, established in, the university.

00;11;17;06 - 00;11;58;04
Speaker 4
This can be under the vice president research or, under the provost office does include. And right now the materials research facility housing suite, multimodal, categorization of facilities for materials and the cam, which is the additive manufacturing center and and then MP Advanced Materials, Processing Institute and also the most recently the semi, the center for microelectronics and the Extreme environments and all these centers, have directors, from a faculty from the Division of Material Science and Engineering.

00;11;58;07 - 00;12;14;00
Speaker 4
We are truly proud that our faculty have been making leadership positions to advance the research, portfolio, of of, university, of our university. And also, I think in the whole, Texas region.

00;12;14;02 - 00;12;36;13
Speaker 3
I, I want to, tag on a little bit to what doctor just said about the undergraduate program. I mentioned it very briefly, but, you hit it harder. I want to add even more, which is the adding undergraduates sort of change the complexion of the department. We had people that weren't just in individual labs, were everywhere.

00;12;36;15 - 00;12;57;02
Speaker 3
They, and we treated them initially like they were grad students in the sense that we did we were doing used to doing research, and we sort of slotted the undergrads straight into that. So we have a long history of our undergraduates doing graduate level, or sometimes even better research. And this has put us in great stead.

00;12;57;02 - 00;13;28;19
Speaker 3
A for them to go on to, graduate programs or really good jobs. But also many of them stayed here. They were happy. They really enjoyed the program. And and then I think, you know, helped this grow a lot. I think another thing that that happened about, I'd say around 2012 two was we switched from allowing or having the the College of Engineering do all our advising of our students to we doing we have what's called cohort advising.

00;13;28;19 - 00;13;59;15
Speaker 3
So when freshman class comes in, they have an advisor who's a faculty member advise them until they're done, regardless how long it takes. And and this allows us to get to know them. And I think this sort of encapsulates another thing with regard to the centers, which is our people, every department say everybody is great and wonderful, but I can say we have as good, if not better than the instructors in terms of our faculty than anywhere and people who have gone elsewhere, like Purdue and Iowa State and Penn State.

00;13;59;18 - 00;14;22;13
Speaker 3
And what place where I went, they they come back saying, oh my gosh, you know, you can't can't imagine the differences because our our department is small but not super small compared to other material science programs. But our our students are invested. They invest themselves. They have a strong history of doing so. And I'm speaking mostly about the undergraduates, but the graduates too.

00;14;22;16 - 00;15;05;25
Speaker 3
And this has brought our department together far beyond what faculty can do. The students and they've created a blade smithing club. They they've won the materials advantage best, program. But in the, in the country twice. And they do all sorts of things to help each other get jobs, go to grad school, help undergraduates. There I, I cannot it's so hard to to say without getting emotional of how invested our students are, because they've helped me so much through the years just to get me excited on bad days or just, and I think they lead us in so many ways.

00;15;05;28 - 00;15;27;23
Speaker 1
Yeah, it's great and it's great. Leading to the next question, you know, Doctor Do mentioned the rankings of the department and the program kind of nationally and within the state. And then, doctor, you talking about like the people making such a big difference. What else makes the material science and engineering department unique? Whether that's it makes it unique within you and or compared to other programs, kind of across the country.

00;15;27;25 - 00;15;53;14
Speaker 4
I would say I want to have a shout out to Doug Reedy, who is our undergrad associate chair. And even before that, and so he has been really working very closely with our undergrads. And, and through the cohort advising, I think this is very unique in, as you know, department as a compared to some other engineering or even some of the other material engineering departments.

00;15;53;14 - 00;16;14;20
Speaker 4
And we are in a big public university. But our department, I have to say, have the, for the students, have the sense of a feeling of liberal arts college, and they've got to really get a lot of attention since the freshman time. They can get involved in research, go to faculty, and labs, and they get mentoring.

00;16;14;22 - 00;16;41;11
Speaker 4
And so this is the the student who graduated from the program. They feel that because they love or the care of our faculty and, they, they want to stay in the community and to stay engaged. That's what when I talk to a nominee, hearing about their history and the experiments they're doing, that's one of the things I have your most proud of as a faculty and as a chair of the department.

00;16;41;13 - 00;17;06;06
Speaker 4
I was it the other unique thing about our department is we are really research, intensive. Almost all the faculties are research active, and we're bringing lots of federal, and, industrial funding, to the university. And, it's not only for research excellence, but this brings in, research opportunities for our undergrad and undergraduate students.

00;17;06;06 - 00;17;27;20
Speaker 4
And the students here have access to the expertise of the faculty and applauds what we have introduced earlier. The outstanding suite of, equipments, the facilities that combine this together. I think we're very unique. And, not only the state of Texas. I think even across the country at the Department of Neuroscience and Engineering.

00;17;27;22 - 00;17;53;18
Speaker 3
I, I think, doctor, do hit on all the highlights. I mean, I think the, the faculty work together a number of collaborative projects that come from people with disparate backgrounds and disparate interests. And I think that's how science moves forward, is not me doing more of what I've been doing, but rather me working with Doctor Do to figure out high temperature water behavior that we did a number of years ago.

00;17;53;20 - 00;18;01;11
Speaker 3
And and I think there's just really interesting things that go on in our department, amongst our faculty.

00;18;01;13 - 00;18;02;10
Speaker 4
Yeah.

00;18;02;12 - 00;18;15;16
Speaker 1
Doctor, do you kind of give a shout out there to the research? And you mentioned some of the research centers, in the department. How have those centers and the research groups within the department help the department grow over these 30 years?

00;18;15;19 - 00;18;55;27
Speaker 4
Yeah, I would just say it's mutually beneficial for, sort of centers and institutes, our, chemists about not only for the department. So the open to all that engineering and science other departments and, but, many of those just, physically just next to, to the department. So we have a lots of, close collaborations with, with those centers, for example, the centers, my host, our senior design project, and at the center, at the same time, we provide, training to students, users, to the facilities.

00;18;56;00 - 00;19;26;14
Speaker 4
I think it's, it's truly mutually beneficial. A relationship with the centers. And, so, I think by working together, we can really become a very unique identity. And so in, in the talking heads, we are right now of the forming of the regulatory organization from your school. So I think we have a greater potential to have a Godstone, a school of material science, engineering, if this will be approved.

00;19;26;16 - 00;19;54;08
Speaker 3
I think just to add on a tiny bit, recently, Doctor do went down to rice to for a materials, consortium for the state of Texas, which he co-founded. And the students came back and talk to me and felt like they are so much more empowered here than they are in other programs that that students spoke where students are involved in so much.

00;19;54;11 - 00;20;21;21
Speaker 3
I mean, doctor do and previous chairs have have empowered them to run our picnics and and they've given faculty awards and on their own, none of this, you know, was was sponsored by the department. So I think, you know, our leadership and, and and and the centers themselves, I mean, have offered students lots of opportunities with industry, as well as some of the Army, Army facilities and Air Force facilities.

00;20;21;29 - 00;20;54;02
Speaker 4
So I just want to add to doctor, because I just came back from the first, Texas because consortium conference held at the Rice University in Houston. And, it was a great, great, event. So for the first time, the material science engineering programs, departments across Texas amid at Rice University so that the chairs and program directors and discussed about how we can work together, to advance the field of material science engineering in the greater state of Texas.

00;20;54;04 - 00;21;18;19
Speaker 4
And we also talk about how, what we can do to better advance the state of technology and, engineering, the economy in general. And so, I think for, students who are looking into the field of engineering or science, a mature science. Engineering is an outstanding field is reality. And compared to other engineering, that may be nursing home.

00;21;18;22 - 00;21;49;01
Speaker 4
But, we are critical. You hear about, semiconductors might be an iconic, magnetic materials and, optical fibers. Many, many of these are actually it has a materials origin. And other than, like, even nanotechnology, nano microelectronics and the only the material engineers. And so I just have a shout out that, hope the students who are listening these and also the teachers and parents and, and take notes.

00;21;49;02 - 00;22;04;00
Speaker 4
Material science. Engineering is such a promising and growing field and and can provide can bring brighter futures. And to any future students who who you can see that it as a, as a field of study.

00;22;04;02 - 00;22;29;25
Speaker 1
You know it's great and I want to talk about outreach initiatives. Obviously working in higher education, you're very involved with kind of forming and informing the, the next generation of whatever your discipline is. But I know the department has other outreach initiatives for, for high schoolers and for, for middle school students. Talk about some of those outreach initiatives and how how the department is helping to inspire the next generation of material science engineers.

00;22;29;27 - 00;23;05;22
Speaker 4
Yes, absolutely. So, one of the the recent initiatives we're having is to, increase our outreach activities. And, so, we have studied, the first ESM international substance, the teachers camp at, in the, in the DFW area, at the Uinta campus. And so and it was sponsored by ESM international. And, Todd, a weeklong the camp for high school and middle school Stem teachers, who wants to know material science, engineering.

00;23;05;25 - 00;23;25;18
Speaker 4
And, so it's a fantastic opportunity to get to know these are from by learning from one of the fellow chairs and, through the chairs university, which was the council. So I contacted ACM international. They are they have. Oh, there's no such camps in, in the Dallas-Fort worth area, which is, what the with 67 million population.

00;23;25;21 - 00;23;51;29
Speaker 4
And so we have studied for like two years ago and have called for, for two years, the two camps. And it has been really, really fantastic. And, we have also been several other, camps to reach out to the broader community. We have material science camps for high school students. And, we have a camp for June and the for middle school and the high, high high school, students.

00;23;52;02 - 00;24;20;23
Speaker 4
So, through, these activities, together with our own, students outreach to local, ISDs and also community colleges and, so we hope to reach out to as broad an audience as possible to spread the words about the field of material science and engineering, to get, students excited and, to hopefully to apply for the program.

00;24;21;00 - 00;24;59;17
Speaker 4
Science, engineering. So last year, of our faculty, students and the staff, went to the Children's Museum of Denton. So we brought our demonstrations and, and with student helpers to, working with the kids and to show, the cool, things about, about the materials. So, last year, Doctor Regan and I had a visit to the Dallas, college, one of the largest community colleges in the in the DFW area.

00;24;59;20 - 00;25;14;08
Speaker 4
So we, were happy to speak with students who are enthusiastic to learn about the Stem field and including material science, engineering. So that was a fantastic experience. So with doctor Reed to share some of his experience as well.

00;25;14;13 - 00;25;39;08
Speaker 3
And it's it was really interesting. You know, one of the things that if we sort of look to the future is, to which doctor do is addressing with the summer camps is we need more students and partly because students actually don't know what material science is in high school. And even students in, in community colleges don't know what it is.

00;25;39;11 - 00;26;06;10
Speaker 3
They're familiar with chemical engineering and civil engineering and, and, electrical engineering and and mechanical engineering, computer science and engineering, they know all that, but materials just seems to get lost. And I think both the consortium that Doctor Du's working with and, with Karen Lozano at Rice, you know, I think we'll help, you know, raise our, our, visibility into high school students.

00;26;06;12 - 00;26;30;24
Speaker 3
But the individual programs, both with teachers in the Dallas-Fort worth area and students in the Dallas-Fort worth area and other programs that we're running, I think will help a lot to to bring students here, because I think we have a lot to offer. I mean, to be honest, I don't think any other program has as much to offer for the student in terms of individual instruction and individual attention.

00;26;30;26 - 00;26;53;13
Speaker 3
I, I that's been true since the beginning. And and I, I, I'm extremely proud of doctor do and and the other leaders that we've had who've really instilled that because I think long term that's that's how we become fixed in the in, in the Dallas-Fort worth area as well as in Texas and the nation. Yeah, absolutely.

00;26;53;16 - 00;27;05;22
Speaker 1
And obviously that's a little bit forward facing. And we're here talking about, you know, the past 30 years of growth. But looking forward, where do you see the department and the field overall heading over the next decade?

00;27;05;24 - 00;27;32;17
Speaker 4
Coming from the first, Texas consortium, I felt really, really excited. I think the field of computer science engineering will just keep on growing. And if we want to stay manufacturing, like in the US, if we wanted to grow technology, we need solid and strong materials science, engineering. I think we have lots of room to grow, and we have the capacity to have more undergrads, student grad students.

00;27;32;17 - 00;27;44;23
Speaker 4
And, I think the the future is very bright and, for both for our department, but also for students who are, studying in the field of computer science and engineering.

00;27;44;25 - 00;28;07;23
Speaker 3
But I think it is part of the promo for the for the field. Everything is a material that we use. I mean, and we helped design that if if not us people thousands of years ago helped design that and it's expanding it. I just went to a workshop last week in, pharmaceutical workshop and people actually brought up material science.

00;28;07;23 - 00;28;33;13
Speaker 3
I mean, I'm working on it because we're nano sizing, pharmaceuticals, because they can be taken up by the body more easily and in lower doses, so as perhaps to avoid side effects. These are unusual aspects from when I was in grad school 40 years ago. But the the fact is, is that materials are everywhere. And, I see the field growing.

00;28;33;13 - 00;28;55;12
Speaker 3
I see the field of artificial intelligence having an impact. I don't know how much or we're still learning that, but computational methods like those developed by Doctor Do are going to give us, ways of designing new materials and predicting their behavior. And I see the field growing immeasurably in that area as well.

00;28;55;14 - 00;29;08;00
Speaker 1
Great. Those are all the questions I have for you guys. So let's end with, any any message you all would like to leave for, for current and future material science and engineering students.

00;29;08;02 - 00;29;16;19
Speaker 4
So, Scott, if you don't mind, I want to I think there was one item in here. I want to say a few words of the success stories of our alumni, if you don't mind.

00;29;16;21 - 00;29;18;07
Speaker 3
Yeah, absolutely.

00;29;18;10 - 00;29;45;11
Speaker 4
I would say, as a short 30 years of history, we have already educated outstanding, graduates from our program. And, while the students already faculties or department chairs at other universities, these include detective A&M, UT Dallas, North Carolina State, Oklahoma State. So we are very proud of them. In addition, we have students. We're doing great in the national labs and industry.

00;29;45;13 - 00;30;14;04
Speaker 4
We have a number of our students becomes top researchers, active researchers in the national labs like Sandia, Oak Ridge, Pacific Northwest and and others. So some of that does to our formal graduates becomes, leaders in manufacturing materials field in, in in companies such as Tesla, T.I., Space-x and Lockheed Martin and the many, many others.

00;30;14;04 - 00;30;32;02
Speaker 4
Doug really probably can share some of these as well. I just say, we feel extremely, proud of those students and feel that their success stories, we are not only motivate us and also motivate our future students to get out into the field.

00;30;32;04 - 00;31;16;04
Speaker 3
I, I will add on to that and then talk to your point, Scott, about the message. It is a privilege to observe young people to fulfill their potential. And people say that all the time. It sounds so trite, but it's really hard to put into words when you see someone show up for freshman orientation at age 18 and you see them become researchers, having, and having finished their program here, start the blade smithing club to speak of one particular student, Brandon All, who's now a, researcher at Space and bringing back jobs for our students.

00;31;16;04 - 00;31;36;19
Speaker 3
And he got his PhD at northwestern. But in the meantime, he spent time, a summer with, due to the input of that doctor Young, in Japan. I mean, these success stories are amazing. And, you know, just having dinner with them and hearing about their lives and their families, I can't I can't put it into even 2 or 3 sentences.

00;31;36;19 - 00;32;03;03
Speaker 3
It would be pages. This is an extreme privilege to have watched this department grow. And and the students with whom I've had the pleasure of meeting and watching them, them become, you know, adults and and an amazing scientists and amazing people. And I think my message to the current and the future students is something that we learned from a speaker.

00;32;03;05 - 00;32;24;28
Speaker 3
And it's one I agree with, which is that, you know, go where you make a difference. I have been so privileged to be among four people to start this department, and I am not. I am a minuscule part of the growth of this department, but I've got to watch it. And the to be able to observe all the growth and observe what the university is.

00;32;25;03 - 00;32;53;05
Speaker 3
And I want to big shout out to you and to you because there were times when we were really small and we had issues with faculty leaving, and yet they supported us, they supported us and brought us out here to Discovery Park and and they've they've given us many, many resources that which we we I am so grateful because it has allowed our students to grow and and I think in the end it's it is about the students and and they pay us back.

00;32;53;08 - 00;33;15;02
Speaker 3
They as I mentioned, they paid me back personally multifold and and I am extremely grateful to that. So I, I wish them the opportunity to make a difference. Because that's that that is I think at the end when you wind down your career, perhaps I'm not completely random, but, you have that to look forward to.

00;33;15;04 - 00;33;53;28
Speaker 4
Where we are, said Doug Grady. So I would very much echo that, as a department, we put our students at our priorities. And so, it was a tremendous, pleasure and the privilege to work with our students. I want to give to really give one example of students. I want to give another example of students who pay the student, a grad student and, doctor, Jessica Remus, who joined us from the University of Arizona, where she finished her undergrad, she joined us and then won the National Science Foundation and the Graduate Research Fellowship program.

00;33;53;28 - 00;34;16;25
Speaker 4
The first thing I would department. And, so she finished a PhD in our group, and then she went on to first as a postdoc. And then now is the principal, member of the staff, technical staff of Sandia National Laboratory. So, because of many of these outstanding, alumni stories, we are using the opportunity of the 30th anniversary.

00;34;16;27 - 00;34;43;22
Speaker 4
We're studying a outstanding alumni, lecture series. And so we inviting the students back and forth, and, now to the pod, back to the department to talk to our current students, to recognize the, the successes and accomplishments, but also to motivate our current students that where they can be in the five years, ten years or so in Demetria.

00;34;43;25 - 00;35;19;05
Speaker 4
So I would say, just maybe finish up to say, thank you for this great opportunity. 30 years is definitely milestone for our department. And, we look forward to the next ten years, 20 years or 30 years. And in the in the path of our department, I want to echo Doctor Reedy that we appreciate the leadership of the university, to have putting resources to our department and the related, research centers that really need to that is that a vision and investment that needed to grow up where we are.

00;35;19;08 - 00;35;40;17
Speaker 4
We look forward to continue the collaboration and also, visionary investment, to further the department to, to the next stage, to the, to state and national prominence, prominence, and, and also to better serve our students and to serve the economy of the state of Texas and the whole nation.

00;35;40;20 - 00;35;42;18
Speaker 1
Right. Thank you both again.

00;35;42;20 - 00;35;44;06
Speaker 3
And thank you, Scott.

00;35;44;09 - 00;35;45;09
Speaker 4
Thanks.

00;35;45;11 - 00;35;48;13
Speaker 1
We'd like to end all our interviews in the same way. Can we get it going green?

00;35;48;15 - 00;35;52;12
Speaker 4
Going great. Thank.

00;35;52;14 - 00;36;11;20
Speaker 1
Big thanks again to Doctor Dew and Doctor Reedy for taking the time to talk to me about the tremendous growth of Unity's Material Science and Engineering department over the last 30 years. I loved hearing how much connecting with students and building community within the department really means to them. Check the link in the show notes to learn more about the department's 30th anniversary celebration coming up October 23rd.

00;36;11;22 - 00;36;29;24
Speaker 1
Remember, we want to hear from you. Tell us what you think by Email podcast at UNC Edu, or calling us at (940) 565-4341. You can also help us grow by telling a friend about the show, sharing it on social media, or leaving us a five star rating and review wherever you listen. Until next week, we hope you have a Happy Friday!

00;36;29;24 - 00;36;44;07
Speaker 1
North Texas and going green.

00;36;44;10 - 00;36;53;08
Speaker 1
Happy Friday! North Texas is a production of the University of North Texas. Today's show was produced and edited by Scott Brown with original reporting by Scott Brown. For more information, visit you Introduce podcast you.

