
Finding the Right 
Grad School Program:
It’s more than a Google search



Introduction

Dana Mordecai
Assistant Director, Graduate Recruitment

• 17 years in graduate enrollment management
• President of the Texas Graduate Admissions Professionals 

organization
• Friend of McNair since 2009
• Countless McNair conferences and visits



Your turn
A: Have already made my 
grad school selection.

B: Have already started 
the search process.

C: Have not started 
looking at all.



GETTING STARTED EVALUATE PROGRAMS –
THINGS TO CONSIDER

NOW WHAT?



GET THOSE SPREADSHEETS READY

Getting Started



Getting Started

 Define program interest

 Current research topic

 Passion project

 Need flexibility for future decision?

 Resources to find programs

 Faculty, McNair staff, grad school 
fairs/recruiters, and Google too!

 Gradschoolmatch.com

 Niche.com

Other ideas??





Evaluate 
Programs

THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN REVIEWING 
YOUR OPTIONS



Quality of Program

 Reputation of faculty and/or 
program

 Do you need/want a Tier One 
school?

 U.S. News and World report

 Other program rankings





Quality of Program

Program Outcomes

Facilities

Academic and research fit to your 
goals





Geographic Location

 Weather/climate

 Cost of living

 Other opportunities during and after your grad career



Student Support: 
Beyond Your Academic Department

Professional 
Development

•Workshops
•Teacher training 
programs

Thesis/Dissertation 
support

•Bootcamps
•iThenticate by 
TurnItIn

Travel grants and 
other research 

support

•Funding for 
conference travel

•Funding for 
research expenses

Additional funding 
like institutional 

scholarships

•Pro Tip: Look for 
support to seek 
external funding

Access to tools for 
grad students

•Pd.Education –
supporting writing 
and critical 
thinking





Student life: 
Beyond Your Academics

• Diversity
• Emphasis on research
• Social atmosphere

Campus climate and culture

• Other student orgs

Graduate student government or advocacy group

• Students
• Locals

Community relationship



IT’S MORE THAN YOUR OFFER LETTER

Funding Opportunities



Understand their funding model

Is funding part of the 
admissions 

consideration?

How long is it offered? 
Does it start Day 1?

What additional benefits 
come with an offer?
• Tuition remission
• Health insurance
• Parking options

What else does the 
institution offer to grad 
students?
• McNair Scholarship
• Diversity focused scholarship
• Are these stackable?



Now what?



Next steps for your search

Submit request for information

Reach out to program

Talk to grad school recruiters 



Resources

 Get Me To Grad School Blog – getmetograd.com

 Email templates for reaching out to faculty; tips on 
questions to ask current grad students; how to detect 
and avoid bad advisors

 Council of Graduate Schools – cgsnet.org

 GradSense resource offering tips on student debt, 
cost of living, etc



QUESTIONS?
Email: dana.mordecai@unt.edu


